	[image: image1.jpg]Andrew Dismore MP
Labour Member of Parliament for Hendon

House of Commons, London, SW1A OAA

AndrewDismoreMP@parliament.uk
www.AndrewDismoreMP.com
0208202 2122






	Constituency Report #34 
26th January – 24th February 2009

  
    Tea Party

As you know, I promised to keep you up to date on local issues, and I also believe that it is important for MPs to do as much as they can, to keep in touch with local residents.

I do this by a variety of methods – calling on people (it takes four years to get round the whole constituency of 50,000 + houses!) and sending regular newsletters, especially by email, on specific issues people have asked to hear about.

I also hold tea parties, where residents can meet with me for an informal chat.

I’d like to invite you along to my next tea party, if you can come.

It will be at:

St Margaret’s Church Hall

Rectory Lane, Edgware HA8 7LG

Sunday 8th March 2009, 2pm


Annual Constituency Report
I am now distributing my annual report to the constituency, which I hope you will receive over the next few weeks – and find of interest.

[If  you can help deliver it to a few streets in your area, volunteers are always welcome: please email updates@hendonlabourparty.com or call 020 8202 2122 stating your name and address if you’d like to join in! ]


House of Commons and Westminster
I seem to have done an awful lot of speaking in the House this month!
I spoke on the second reading of the Coroners and Justice Bill – raising concerns over proposals for restricted inquests and data sharing (click here).

I spoke on my own ’10 minute rule’ Bill, on mortgage repossessions, aimed at plugging a recently discovered loophole in the law, which allows mortgage companies to sell a property without a court order, over the head of the household (click here).

I contributed to the debate on the crisis in Sri Lanka and the need to protect Tamils facing a major offensive from the Sri Lankan government (click here). I also questioned the International Development Secretary, on aid to the Tamils (click here).

I questioned the Foreign Secretary, on his statement about the Binyan Mohammed case (click here). 
I spoke during the debate on people trafficking, to mark the UK ratification of the European Convention against trafficking (click here). I intervened during the now annual debate, to mark Holocaust Memorial Day (click here) ; I also intervened in the debate on pleural plaques (an asbestos condition) (click here).

I spoke in the debates on the working time directive’s applicability to the Fire Service (click here) .

Last, but by no means least, I tabled a series of 12 private member’s Bills (including the 10 minute rule Bill mentioned above), which attracted some publicity: partly because I had a ‘sleep over’ in the Bills Office to be the first in the queue; partly because 12 Bills have never been tabled before!  For a snapshot of them (click here) – I’ll report individually on progress, as the parliamentary year proceeds.
The Joint Select Committee on Human Rights, which I chair, is concluding our inquiry into policing of protests. Our report should be published next month. We have also been receiving disturbing allegations of complicity in torture overseas by our security services. This issue is now under inquiry by the committee. We also received evidence from the Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission.

The Liaison Committee, a committee of senior MPs (of which I am a member by virtue of my JCHR role), held one of our evidence hearings with the Prime Minister. This is far more detailed than the 30 minute weekly PMQs – it lasts for 2.5 hours, and is an opportunity for us to follow up in depth. I particularly raised issues concerning the Bill of Rights debate, and the overseas torture issue (click here for transcripts).

There was the usual full range of other meetings too. I’ll now set out some of these:

I met the International Development Minister, to discuss at length help for the Tamils trapped in the north of Sri Lanka.

I spoke at, and chaired, sessions of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association conference on migration and trafficking.

As Chair of the All Party Chinese in Britain Group, I hosted what has now become our annual Chinese New Year (Year of the Ox) reception, in Parliament.

I met the Electoral Commission, to discuss my complaint about Barnet Council’s election administration, arising out of last summer’s London elections; and their electoral registration failings.
I received a detailed briefing from Arlingclose, a local government specialist investment advice company, over the Iceland investment affair: they pointed out just how long they had been warning councils not to invest in Icelandic Banks, giving me yet more questions to ask about Barnet’s loss of £27million of council taxpayers’ money.

I attended the Home Office briefings on the new ‘points based’ system to restrict immigration; and on their preliminary ideas on communications intercept – at which I was extremely critical of their proposals.

I met with the new Chief Inspector for the Border Agency, who has expressed an interest in sitting in on my advice surgeries, to hear from constituents about problems with the agency.

I met with Guardian investigative journalists, to hear from them about the evidence they had collected concerning the torture allegations mentioned above.

I spoke at the all-party group on Asbestos, about my two private member’s Bills of interest to them – an  insurance scheme for uninsured/untraced employers; and for pleural plaques compensation.
I met the Ethiopian ambassador, to express concerns over the imprisonment of the opposition leader, there.

I attended a delegation to the DCMS Minister, to discuss my Bill on Holocaust restitution.

I met with the Commons outreach work team, to discuss how to make parliamentary proceedings about issues of concern to them, more accessible to people with learning disabilities.

I chaired a meeting of the London Council of Archaeology, which is now up and running.

I’ve also asked a full range of Parliamentary Questions (click here) and supported a wide range of Early Day Motions (click here). 


London

I attended the Holocaust Memorial Day ceremony, at City Hall; I spoke at the British Institute for Human Rights annual conference, at the British Library.

I gave a lecture at the LSE on the Cyprus problem.
I attended a speech given by the President of China, on his recent visit.

I was also pleased to attend the unusual and ancient ceremony of the Trial of the Pyx: when the quality of Britain’s coinage is formally assayed for quality by the Goldsmith’s Company in the City.


Constituency 
This seemed to be 6th form month! I spoke to the 6th forms at London Academy; St Mary’s; and Hendon schools; I was also  due to go to Mill Hill County, but the school was closed due to the heavy snow that day. The visit will be rescheduled.

I held a well attended tea party for Edgware residents, at St Peter’s Church Hall.

I attended the opening day at Barnfield Sure Start children’s centre.

I visited residents of Daniel Court sheltered accommodation, in Colindale.

I was a guest speaker (in Greek) at the Cypriot Maronites dinner – an often overlooked minority, keen to preserve their distinctive identity.



Media
I issues quite a range of press releases:

· 27/01/09 DISMORE SECURES CYPRUS DEMINING FUNDS

· 02/02/09 DISMORE SPEAKS IN HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY DEBATE

· 03/02/09 DISMORE’S BILL FOR MORTGAGE REPOSSESSION PROTECTION

· 04/02/09 DISMORE SPEAKS OUT ON HUMAN TRAFFICKING

· 04/02/09 DISMORE SPEAKS UP FOR BACK GARDENS

· 06/02/09 DISMORE RAISES FURTHER QUESTIONS OVER ICELAND
· 06/02/09 DISMORE SPEAKS OUT ON SRI LANKA

· 16/02/09 LABOUR DELIVERING FOR YOUNG PEOPLE IN HENDON  

· 23/02/09 FLOOD DEFENCE SYSTEM PROVES ITS WORTH

· 24/02/09 TORY CUTS WOULD CLOSE 3 CHILDREN’S CENTRES IN BARNET

· 24/02/09 DISMORE PUBLISHES PHARMACEUTICAL LABELLING BILL

I appeared on Radio 4 Today in Parliament, who reported our JCHR hearing on torture. I was also interviewed on Channel 4 TV, on the Binyan Mohammed case.

Press coverage included six articles in the Guardian, who are extensively reporting on the torture issue; and one article in the Evening Standard, on the same issue.



Updates
Reports and updates published since my last report include: 
· 2009 Annual Constituency Report
· British Chinese Community eUpdate 5/1 – Feb 09
· Jewish Community eUpdate 20/3: Holocaust Memorial Day debate – Feb 09
· Jewish Community eUpdate 20/4 – Feb 09
I also published a series of reports for the Tamil community detailing developments in the recent crisis in Sri Lanka – click here 

Please feel free to look up any you feel of interest on my website www.andrewdismoremp.com – if you’d like to be added to the mailing lists for any of these subjects, please email: updates@hendonlabourparty.com.


Website
 

Can I draw your attention to my interactive website www.AndrewDismoreMP.com: on which I put a lot of important and useful information, especially in the new and improved “reports” sections. I hope you will find it of interest.


Support

In response to these monthly updates, quite a few people have replied, asking how they can get involved in my campaigning work, or make a donation to support the costs of what I do, or join the Labour Party. If you are interested in any of these please click here and I’ll get back to you, on how you can help!

 



Facebook

I’ve set up a profile on Facebook!  To add me to your profile, please search ‘Andrew Dismore’ on www.facebook.com.



 

I would be very interested to hear any feedback on the issues raised in this report. I have now started a series of occasional meetings for constituents, to receive feedback, both from these reports and more generally on what is going on in and around the constituency. Please let me know if you would like to have invitations to such events, which will be held at my constituency office next to the Town Hall in Hendon. To register your interest, email me with your name and address.
 
I hope that you have found this report of interest. If you have any comments, please do not hesitate to let me know by emailing me at updates@hendonlabourparty.com.

 

If you have any friends or neighbours in Hendon who might be interested in this report, please feel free to send it to them. If they would like to be added to my email list please ask them to email updates@hendonlabourparty.com.



	Yours sincerely,
[image: image2.jpg]



Andrew Dismore
Labour Member of Parliament for Hendon
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