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  Tea Party

As you know, I promised to keep you up to date on local issues, and I also believe that it is important for MPs to do as much as they can, to keep in touch with local residents.

I do this by a variety of methods – calling on people (it takes four years to get round the whole constituency of 50,000 + houses!) and sending regular newsletters, especially by email, on specific issues people have asked to hear about.

I also hold tea parties, where residents can meet with me for an informal chat.

I’d like to invite you along to my next tea party, if you can come.

It will be at:

Mill Hill East Church

Salcombe Gardens, London NW7 2NU

Sunday 17th May, 2pm



Website
 

Can I firstly draw your attention to my interactive website www.AndrewDismoreMP.com: on which I put a lot of important and useful information, especially in the new and improved “reports” sections. I hope you will find it of interest.


House of Commons and Westminster

As usual I have done a lot of speaking this month!

I spoke during the debate on renewal of the Control Order powers, raising various civil liberties issues (click here).

The war in Sri Lanka is getting worse, and has featured a lot in my work over the last few weeks.  This included speaking in the debate about Sri Lanka in Westminster Hall (click here);  and raising the demand for a debate on the floor of the House during Business Questions (click here).
The Joint Select Committee on Human Rights which I chair, sponsored a full debate on our report on adults with learning disabilities (click here), which I led.

I followed up one or two of the issues arising out of that during questions to the Leader of the House (click here) particularly in relation to access to Parliamentary services for people with learning disabilities.

I was called during Prime Minister’s Questions, and raised my concerns over knife crime (click here), particularly in the light of the appalling murder of Hassan Kul Hawadleh, a West Hendon resident.
I made a speech in opposition to the “Secret Inquest” proposals in the Coroner’s Bill (click here), during the report stage of the Bill.  I rebelled on the issue when it came to the vote.  I do not think it is necessary to have this special procedure.
I also intervened during the statement on the issue of a Bill of Rights (click here) , the Secretary of State for Justice having just published his green paper on the Government’s proposals.
On “Red Nose Day” in the House of Commons, I spoke during the debates on reform of the Statutory Redundancy Pay system and on organ donation, speaking briefly in support of both Bills.

The Joint Select Committee on Human Rights has published two important reports during this period, one on the right to protest and policing;  the other a detailed scrutiny report on issues arising out of the Coroners Bill.  Both of these are available on the Committee website.

One of my more enjoyable jobs at Westminster is to be Co-Chair of the All Party Parliamentary Wine & Spirit Group, where we look at issues of relevance to the industry.  We held a short inquiry into the impact of alcohol duty changes on the industry, and have produced a report on the issues which is available on my website (click here).

Other meetings at Westminster included speaking at a meeting for progressive Muslims; I hosted an event for Health Care for London, for them to make a presentation on their proposals for major stroke and acute trauma emergency hospital care; I attended a lobby organised for the Tamils;  I chaired a meeting of the Fire Brigades Union group.

I attended the lobby organised on behalf of newsagents.  I had a lengthy meeting with Transport for London senior officials, to discuss transport issues in the constituency, particularly the trunk road network and the bus services.

I chaired a meeting of the London Group of Labour MPs with Lord Mandelson, looking at issues relating to his department including the future of the Royal Mail.
I met with Labour friends of Israel to discuss wider issues in the Middle East beyond Gaza.

I also attended the reception organised by the British Library.
I’ve also asked a full range of Parliamentary Questions (click here) and supported a wide range of Early Day Motions (click here). 


London 
Slightly further a field, I attended the lecture at the LSE in memory of Keith Kyle, on Cyprus, given by Caroline Flint, the Europe Minister.
I was a speaker at the very large “Convention on Modern Liberty” which has received a lot of publicity.

I attended the CST dinner.

I attended the demonstration outside the Commonwealth Foreign Ministers’ meeting, on behalf of the Tamils.

I was a guest at the Pharmaceutical Committee dinner, where it was an opportunity to meet with local pharmacists and discuss their concerns.


Constituency 
One of the main issues in the constituency at the moment is the Conservative Council’s plan to withdraw the warden service from sheltered accommodation.

I have been conducting a survey of sheltered accommodation tenants, and have also visited a number of them, including Kingsley Court, Hanshawe Drive, Hanover Court, Cheshir House, Deborah Lodge, and I have a number of others organised.

I believe it is important that I hear first hand from tenants about what the consequences of this appalling cut will be.

I visited Parkfield School, to see the progress of their building works:  they should be in their new school by the end of the summer term.  I spoke to St. James’ 6th form.

I attended the protest organised by Sanders Lane residents over the Council’s plan for a road through Sanders Lane.

I attended the campaign meeting against the Council’s privatisation plans.

I visited Grahame Park twice, once to open the Asian Welfare Trust shop, and secondly to attend the opening of the new youth building.

I met with the Chief Executive of Barnet Homes, particularly to discuss regeneration but also the Decent Homes Initiative.

I was the speaker at a meeting on behalf of Muslims in the constituency organised by the Barnet Muslim Forum.

I attended the Israeli Dance Institute performance and also attended the Barnet Symphony Orchestra performance.

I held a tea party for residents at St. Margaret’s in Edgware which was well attended.

 

Media

I issues quite a range of press releases:

30/03/09 DISMORE CHALLENGES CUTS TO WARDEN SERVICE

30/03/09 SHORTEST HOSPITAL WAITS EVER IN HENDON

20/03/09 TORIES LET DOWN LOCAL LONE PARENTS
19/03/09 DISMORE RAISES YET MORE QUESTIONS ABOUT ICELAND

18/03/09 BIG IMPROVEMENT IN BARNET GP OPENING HOURS 

17/03/09 DISMORE CLAIMS VICTORY FOR LOCAL BLIND PEOPLE

16/03/09 DISMORE BACKS REDUNDANCY PAY REFORM

16/03/09 DISMORE BACKS ORGAN DONATION BILL

16/03/09 AERODROME ROAD – DISMORE DEMANDS ANSWERS

16/03/09 DISMORE PUBLISHES PARTHENON SCULPTURES BILL

16/03/09 DISMORE WELCOMES RISE IN APPRENTICESHIPS IN HENDON

16/03/09 DISMORE RAISES HUNDREDS FOR CHARITY

12/03/09 DISMORE PUBLISHES ALLOWANCES CLAIM

12/03/09 DISMORE WELCOMES EU MONEY FOR  CYPRUS MISSING PERSONS INITIATIVE

11/03/09 DISMORE LAUNCHES EMPLOYERS’ LIABILITY INSURANCE BUREAU BILL
09/03/09 DISMORE SPEAKS UP FOR LEARNING DISABILITIES

09/03/09 DISMORE DEMANDS STATEMENT ON SRI LANKA CONFLICT

06/03/09 DISMORE CHALLENGES BARNET COUNCIL’S CUTS  

04/03/09 DISMORE RAISES KNIFE DEATH IN PMQs

04/03/09 DISMORE SPEAKS OUT ON CONTROL ORDERS

03/03/09 DISMORE’S RED NOSE DAY

Broadcast media appearances include on the Today programme, Radio 5 
Live, the BBC World Service, and BBC Wales on the issue of torture.
I appeared on the Parliament channel about Private Member’s Bills.  

I also appeared on Today in Parliament on their preview of the week for the Coroner’s Bill;  and they covered my contributions on the Bill of Rights and 
on inquests.

I appeared on Radio 5 Live about our Policing and Protest report, and also appeared on Meridian television and Channel 4.
Channel 4 also interviewed me about the issue of MPs allowances.
In the press, I had an article published in the Guardian about the situation in Sri Lanka; they also published a letter to which I was a cosignatory.

The Observer published a letter to which I was a cosignatory on the Convention on Modern Liberty and the threat from the Conservatives to liberty.

I appeared twice in the Guardian, quoted on our Policing and Protest report and on the issue of torture.



Updates

Reports and updates published since my last report include: 
· NHS eUpdate 15/2: GP Opening Hours – March 09
· British Chinese Community eUpdate 5/2 – March 09
· Ghurkha and Nepalese Community Update 2 – March 09
· Jewish Community Update 21: Middle East – March 09
· Tamil Community Update 12 – March 09
Please feel free to look up any you feel of interest on my website www.andrewdismoremp.com – if you’d like to be added to the mailing lists for any of these subjects, please email: updates@hendonlabourparty.com.


Support

In response to these monthly updates, quite a few people have replied, asking how they can get involved in my campaigning work, or make a donation to support the costs of what I do, or join the Labour Party. If you are interested in any of these please click here and I’ll get back to you, on how you can help!

 



Facebook

I’ve set up a profile on Facebook!  To add me to your profile, please search ‘Andrew Dismore’ on www.facebook.com.



 

I would be very interested to hear any feedback on the issues raised in this report. I have now started a series of occasional meetings for constituents, to receive feedback, both from these reports and more generally on what is going on in and around the constituency. Please let me know if you would like to have invitations to such events, which will be held at my constituency office next to the Town Hall in Hendon. To register your interest, email me with your name and address; just click here.
 

I hope that you have found this report of interest, and if you would like to receive my specific subject based reports just click here. If you have any comments, please do not hesitate to let me know by emailing me at updates@hendonlabourparty.com.

 

If you have any friends or neighbours in Hendon who might be interested in this report, please feel free to send it to them. If they would like to be added to my email list please ask them to email updates@hendonlabourparty.com.



	

	P.S. Please feel free to pass on this letter to any friends or neighbours who may be interested.  If they would like their own copy or if there are any other issues you’d like to hear about then contact my office on 8202 2122 or e-mail – updates@hendonlabourparty.com
P.P.S. If you have access to the internet, you might also like to check out my website.  On the website I post most of my parliamentary speeches and oral questions; press releases; and reports on many other subjects.  My website is regularly updated, so for my most recent news, visit: www.andrewdismoremp.com
P.P.P.S. If you do not wish to receive further information from me, please write to me at the House of Commons, London SW1A OAA.
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