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Feedback meetings

I will be holding two feedback meetings in January:

Pensioners feedback: 2pm, Sunday, 11th January 2009

Jewish community feedback: 11am, Sunday 25th January 2009

Both at  my constituency office, 79 the Burroughs, NW4 4AX.
Whilst the meetings will be focused on their issues, other points can be discussed too! Please email updates@hendonlabourparty.com of you’d like to come.

Website
 

Can I draw your attention to my interactive website www.AndrewDismoreMP.com: on which I put a lot of important and useful information, especially in the new and improved “reports” sections. I hope you will find it of interest.


House of Commons and Westminster
I was called at Prime Minister’s Questions (on that occasion, taken by the  Leader of the House, Harriet Harman MP), and raised an appalling local case of disability discrimination (click here for Hansard).

The Joint Committee on Human Rights, which I chair, has been very active, with the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. We sponsored a lecture by Human Rights Commissioner Dame Nuala O’Loan, at Westminster. I also attended the Equalities and Human Rights Commission event, addressed by the Prime Minister, who made a powerful speech in defence of human rights at home and abroad.

The Committee has now concluded taking evidence for our inquiry into policing and the right to protest, with the Minister, Vernon Coaker MP. We also visited the Metropolitan Police control centre, for a briefing on their policing methods, for protests.

We also had an enjoyable visit, as a Committee, to the British Library’s current exhibition on civil liberties and rights, ‘Taking Liberties’: I would highly recommend a visit if you have time – it is very worthwhile! (open until 1st March 2009).

The appalling terrorist attacks in Mumbai were marked by a memorial meeting which I attended, addressed by the Indian High Commissioner. This was particularly poignant for me, as my brother was in Mumbai on business, at the time (he was safe).
As Chair of the London Group of Labour MPs, I presided at meetings to discuss the prospects of a select committee for London, with the Chief Whip; and with the Minister for London, Tony McNulty MP, focusing on housing and transport issues.

I attended the meetings organised by the Wiener Library; and Labour Friends of Israel, with noted journalist Adel Darwish.

I organised a delegation to lobby Immigration Minister Phil Woolas MP, over problems for the Jewish Charedi community, caused by the new visa rules.

I met with lawyers, lobbying for improvements to the Criminal Inquiries Compensation Scheme.
I hosted and addressed a reception for young British Chinese, encouraging participation in civic and political life.

I spoke with the Department of Health group, reviewing the proposed reconfiguration of Barnet and Chase Farm Hospital.

I attended the All-Party Horticulture Group reception, where I had the chance to ask TV presenter Rachel de Thame for a few gardening tips!
I was a guest at the Anglo-Israel Association dinner.

I was one of the key speakers at the London Labour Party biennial conference.

I met with a visiting delegation from Morphou, Cyprus.

Last, but by no means least, to show we have some enjoyable events too, I was invited to previews, which for  once I could attend, of the forthcoming film Frost/Nixon, and the BBC TV Christmas special, Wallace and Grommit, both excellent and recommended!
I’ve also asked a full range of Parliamentary Questions (click here) and supported a wide range of Early Day Motions (click here). 



Prorogation Week
Between the two sessions of Parliament, we are prorogued – the ancient term used for the period after the end of one Parliamentary year, before the Queen’s Speech starts the next.

Often seen as a ‘bonus’ week off, I decided to use it for a study visit to Cyprus, one of my ‘specialist subjects’.

I have since tabled over 50 parliamentary questions, following up on issues raised on the visit; and have applied for a formal debate, as it is almost two years since we last had a specific debate on the problems there.


Constituency 
Schools and social services seem to have been this month’s theme.

I spoke to 6th formers at Copthall and Hasmonean. I visited Courtland Primary, for the award for my Christmas card design competition; and Annunciation Junior.

Following up on my human rights work on learning disabilities, I visited the Space and Harold Court, the new day centre and supported housing near Broadfields Estate. I also called on residents living in the new extra care housing, Wood Court, on the North Road Estate; and visited Flightways day centre.

I attended the opening of the new heart unit at Barnet Hospital; and met with the Chair and Chief Executive of Barnet Primary Care Trust.

I got up very early, to pass on our best wishes to the posties at Hendon Royal Mail delivery office, for all their hard work for Christmas.

I met the Vice Chancellor of Middlesex University, to discuss their development plans, for their Hendon campus.

I spoke at the Hindu Forum’s commemoration for the Mumbai victims.

I attended the service at St John’s, for the Pentecostal Church anniversary there; and visited the International Gospel Church, Burnt Oak, community day.


Media
I appeared on Radio 4 ‘Today in Parliament’, discussing Private Member’s Bill procedure.

I was quoted in the Times and Sunday Times, over the killing of a terror suspect in Pakistan.

The Jewish News reported my campaign over the UN anti-racism conference.

The Guardian published my letter, on the Government’s human rights record.



Updates
Reports and updates published since my last report include: 
· Pensions Update 11: Annual update – Nov 08
· International Development eUpdate 7/10: World Aids Day – Dec 08
· Health eUpdate 15/1: Mental Health Progress – Dec 08
· Transport eUpdate 7/8: Road works: Hendon Brent St/Quadrant junction – Dec 08
· Jewish Community Update 18: Chanukah 2008 – December 08
· British Indian Community eUpdate 9/1: Mumbai terror attacks – Dec 08

· British Indian COmmuniy eUdpate 9/2: Mumbai terror attacks – Dec 08

· Muslim Community eUpdate 12/1: Hajj & Umrah pilgrimage – Nov 08
· Greek & Cypriot Community eUpdate 5/2: Cyprus – December 08
Please feel free to look up any you feel of interest on my website www.andrewdismoremp.com – if you’d like to be added to the mailing lists for any of these subjects, please email: updates@hendonlabourparty.com.


Support

In response to these monthly updates, quite a few people have replied, asking how they can get involved in my campaigning work, or make a donation to support the costs of what I do, or join the Labour Party. If you are interested in any of these please click here and I’ll get back to you, on how you can help!

 



Facebook

I’ve set up a profile on Facebook!  To add me to your profile, please search ‘Andrew Dismore’ on www.facebook.com.



 

I would be very interested to hear any feedback on the issues raised in this report. I have now started a series of occasional meetings for constituents, to receive feedback, both from these reports and more generally on what is going on in and around the constituency. Please let me know if you would like to have invitations to such events, which will be held at my constituency office next to the Town Hall in Hendon. To register your interest, email me with your name and address; just click here.
 

I hope that you have found this report of interest, and if you would like to receive my specific subject based reports just click here. If you have any comments, please do not hesitate to let me know by emailing me at updates@hendonlabourparty.com.

 

If you have any friends or neighbours in Hendon who might be interested in this report, please feel free to send it to them. If they would like to be added to my email list please ask them to email updates@hendonlabourparty.com.



	May I end, by wishing you and your family and friends, a Happy Christmas and all the best for 2009.

Yours sincerely,
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Andrew Dismore
Labour Member of Parliament for Hendon
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