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Our Ref: Gurkha and Nepalese Community Update 2
Please quote reference on all correspondence

 March 2009
I promised to keep you up to date about issues of importance to former Gurkhas.

There has just been a Government statement on uprating of pensions, which I thought you’d like to see, and which I am enclosing.
I also have to tell you the House of Commons authorities have dramatically cut the postage and stationery budget available to MPs to write to constituents. I would like to keep you up to date, but in future, I may not be able to write to you by post.

If you have an email address, I would like to write to you in this way, as it will help keep costs down and will also be quicker. So if you do have email, could you please let me have your email address, by emailing me at updates@hendonlabourparty.com together with your name, postal address and the reference number at the top of this letter, so I can continue to correspond with you about your concerns.
Best wishes.
Yours sincerely,
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Gurkha Pensions

The Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Defence (Mr Kevan Jones): | am
pleased to inform the House that with effect from 1 April 2009 there will be an
increase in pensions paid through the Gurkha Pension Scheme of 14.1 per cent.

In addition, there will be significant increases of 20 per cent and more to some 1,000

pensioners who are 80 years or over. This increase is in line with the Tri-Partite

Agreement which established a linkage between Indian Army pensions the Gurkhas
Pension Scheme. This means the elderly who are the most vulnerable will get an
overall increase of at least 34 per cent on their pensions, a significant proportion of

which will be backdated to January 2006.

It has always been our policy to ensure that the 26,500 Gurkha pensioners mainly
living in Nepal are treated fairly. The Gurkha pension scheme currently costs some
£47M per year and it is calculated that these increases will add to the cost by a further

£7M per year.

This ensures that Gurkha pensions are kept at a fair and appropriate level and that the
elderly who are the most vulnerable are helped. It demonstrates our continuing

commitment to the retired Gurkha community in Nepal. This also reinforces the

tanding links with the Government of Nepal which we greatly value and

would wish to maintain
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