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	Constituency Report # 29
23rd July – 28th August 2008
      

House of Commons and Westminster
The Parliamentary recess started on 23rd July, but contrary to what the newspapers would have you believe, this does not mean we on holiday: there’s still plenty to do! At Westminster, this is mainly catching up on the dreaded paperwork – but also supervising the publication of Select Committee reports, too.
The Joint Select Committee on Human Rights (JCHR), which I chair, has published two reports during August, so far. The first, on allegations of torture in Iraq by the British Army, reports on discrepancies in the evidence we have received on this issue: our own inquiry is now ‘on hold’, pending the outcome of the very welcome Public Inquiry into the whole issue, announced by the Ministry of Defence.

The second report is a major piece of work, on which we have been engaged for a year: ‘A Bill of Rights for the UK?’, analysing in detail the arguments for and against, with proposals as to what could be included and how the debate should be taken forward. Both reports re available on the JCHR website www.parliament.uk/jchr .

I have also written a comment piece on the Bill of Rights report (click here) which appeared on the ‘Observer’s’ website.



Further Afield
For the first three days of the recess, I led a delegation of MPs to Poland, on behalf of the Holocaust Educational Trust and the All Party Group against Anti-Semitism. This was a gruelling, packed study visit, looking at anti-semitism in contemporary Poland, as well as the historical context of the Holocaust. I have written an article for the Hendon Times on the issue (click here).


Constituency 
During recess, I can spend more time in the constituency. Much of the time, I have been out ‘knocking on doors’, talking to residents and listening to views, especially in Mill Hill, Colindale, West Hendon and Burnt Oak.
I also completed this year’s round of ‘walkabout’ inspections, with visits to North Road and Grahame Park estates (click here).
I also held a formal inspection of the Inglis Barracks site, Mill Hill, where the Ministry of Defence have now moved out. There are nearly 200 families now housed there by Notting Hill Housing Trust, and  with a number of organisations sharing responsibility for the site, this was an opportunity to bring them together, to agree on who was going to do what, to bring the area up to a reasonable standard (click here).

I met with the Metrpolitan Police Borough Commander, to discuss progress on local policing issues: my new law and order update will be available shortly, to reflect these discussions, and other information, too.

Email updates@hendonlabourparty.com, with your name and address quoting ‘law & order update’ as the subject, to receive the forthcoming report.

Other constituency visits and engagements included attending the Sunny Hill Park open day, and as guest speaker at the Mill Hill Rotary Club.

I met with the ‘Big Lottery’, to see what can be done to promote more successful bids for the constituency. As part of the discussion, we went to visit the Sea Training Corps in Cool Oak Lane, who have benefited from a lottery grant to improve their kitchen.
I joined with staff at the Merrivale residential care home, in support of their protest with Freemantle, the Council’s contractors.
I attended the induction of the new vicar at St Peter’s Church, Stonegrove; and opened the new charity healthy eating shop in Grahame Park Concourse; and was at the visit of yoga master Swami Ramdev, to Sanjali Yog Peeth, held at the London Academy.

I also visited Norwood’s Kennedy Leigh Centre, West Hendon, with Health Minister, Ivan Lewis MP, to learn about their work with adults with learning disabilities.


Media
The JCHR reports to which I have referred above were extensively reported. I was quoted on the Iraq report in the Observer and Independent on Sunday, and appeared on BBC Radio 4 and 5 live news, BBC TV news, Sky and ITV.
The Bill of Rights report led to me being quoted in the Sunday Express, the Observer and the Guardian, who also ran their lead editorial on the issue. I also appeared on BBC Radio 4 news  and BBC regional radio.
I also featured in the Jewish Chronicle coverage of the visit to Poland (see above) and over my campaign on the restitution of art works, stolen by the Nazis.


Updates
Reports and updates published since my last report include: 
· Environment eUpdate 12/2: climate change website
· Transport eUpdate 7/4: Edgware Road Works Alert
· Jewish Community eUpdate 17/4: visit to Poland
Please feel free to look up any you feel of interest on my website www.andrewdismoremp.com – if you’d like to be added to the mailing lists for any of these subjects, please email: updates@hendonlabourparty.com.


Support

In response to these monthly updates, quite a few people have replied, asking how they can get involved in my campaigning work, or make a donation to support the costs of what I do, or join the Labour Party. If you are interested in any of these please click here and I’ll get back to you, on how you can help!

 



Facebook

I’ve set up a profile on Facebook!  To add me to your profile, please search ‘Andrew Dismore’ on www.facebook.com.



 

I would be very interested to hear any feedback on the issues raised in this report. I have now started a series of occasional meetings for constituents, to receive feedback, both from these reports and more generally on what is going on in and around the constituency. Please let me know if you would like to have invitations to such events, which will be held at my constituency office next to the Town Hall in Hendon. To register your interest, email me with your name and address; just click here.
The next feedback meeting will be at 7pm, Wednesday 24th September, 79 the Burroughs, London NW4 4AX. The particular subjects for discussion will be constituents’ views and comments on my forthcoming law and order mid-year, and health annual, reports, but you can raise any other issues, too.

 

I hope that you have found this report of interest, and if you would like to receive my specific subject based reports just click here. If you have any comments, please do not hesitate to let me know by emailing me at updates@hendonlabourparty.com.

 

If you have any friends or neighbours in Hendon who might be interested in this report, please feel free to send it to them. If they would like to be added to my email list please ask them to email updates@hendonlabourparty.com.



	Yours sincerely
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Andrew Dismore
Member of Parliament for Hendon
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