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Website
 

Can I firstly draw your attention to my interactive website www.AndrewDismoreMP.com: on which I put a lot of important and useful information, especially in the new and improved “reports” sections. I hope you will find it of interest.


House of Commons and Westminster
This seems to have been an extremely busy month!
I spoke in the Commons, in support of amendments to the Employment Bill concerning trade union balloting; and on the rights of unions to control their membership, with appropriate  safeguards – this is to deal with the  issue of the BNP and other extremists (click here for Hansard).

I raised with the Prime Minister, during Prime Minister’s Questions, the relatively high number of deaths of firefighters on duty (click here for Hansard). I had earlier in the day spoken at the lobby organised by the Fire Brigades Union to highlight the issue.

During the debate on regional accountability, the Government accepted my argument, that we should have a new Select Committee for London, the same as proposed for other regions of England.

The Joint Select Committee on Human Rights (JCHR), which I chair, has also been very active this month. We held evidence sessions with the Home Secretary, Jacqui Smith MP, looking at counter-terrorism policy and aspects of the immigration rules; and with the Disability Minister, Jonathan Shaw MP, pressing for ratification of the UN Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities. We also received evidence for our ongoing inquiry into ‘Policing and Protest’ from those involved in organising protests – and from those on the receiving end of protests, too. Our next session will be with the police, and then the responsible minister. Transcripts of all these sessions are on our website (click here).
We also received informal briefings from Home Office officials on the forthcoming Immigration Bill; and from the UK representatives on the EU’s Fundamental Rights Agency.

As chair of the committee, I was invited to give witness evidence myself, to the inquiry organised by the Equalities and Human Rights Commission, into the Human Rights Act; and I met a visiting delegation of Parliamentarians from Uruguay, to talk about our work.
The JCHR also held our annual ‘away day’ with our NGO partners, looking at our future programme, for example scrutiny of the Immigration Bill, freedom of expression, and the anticipated Equalities Bill.
I was invited to hear the President of Israel, Shimon Peres, speak – firstly at the Mansion House in the City; and secondly to MPs and Peers, at Parliament.

I attended the Labour Friends of Israel lunch, with the Israeli ambassador.

I received briefings on the hopeful progress in the Cyprus negotiations from the Foreign Office desk officer; and from the Cyprus High Commissioner.

The All-Party Chinese in Britain Group, which I chair, held a meeting with the Foreign Office minister Bill Rammell MP; I also met Bill separately, to discuss the role of the British Chinese community in our relations  with China.

We had two Hendon school visits to Westminster, taking advantage of the excellent education programme the Commons now runs; St James’ and Rosh Pinah. I met and took questions from the children from both schools. It is a bit disappointing, that more schools still don’t take up this opportunity – it’s a free service, and with tube travel for school visits also free, there’s no real ‘cost excuse’ for not doing so.
I held a useful meeting with the UK’s new ambassador to Greece, who takes up his appointment in January. As I have previously reported, I follow Greek politics closely, so this was a useful exchange of views. I also attended the LSE’s Hellenic Observatory’s lecture by the Greek Finance Minister (and former LSE professor) George Aloskoufis – a bit more exciting than you might expect – it was ‘invaded’ by egg-throwing Greek anarchists, in ‘traditional’ black outfits, protesting  at prison conditions in Greece! Mr Aloskoufis was later able to resume his very interesting lecture on the world economic situation and take questions (mine was on the Doha trade round).

I attended the reception organised by the US ambassador, as a ‘goodbye’ party – he has had a very successful period in London, but as this is a US political appointment, so he will be replaced by the new President.

I had briefings from the Aegis Trust, on their proposals to strengthen our laws against genocide around the world; from the Board of Deputies, in support of my campaign on Holocaust restitution; and I met a delegate from the Charedi community, concerned about changes in the immigration rules, on which I am lobbying on their behalf.

As Chair of the London region committee of the Council of British Archaeology, I had a very useful briefing on current issues, in the light of the forthcoming Heritage Bill.
I had a briefing on their current building development, from the Jewish Museum; I attended the reception organised by Liberty, to thank those who participated in the debate on the counter-terrorism Bill; and I attended the briefing organised by the Warm Front campaign, over fuel poverty. I attended the meeting of the Occupational Health Group, particularly focusing on asbestos diseases.
I organised a meeting for Hendon supporters at the Commons, entertainingly addressed by veteran MP Dennis Skinner. I entertained to tea and a tour of Parliament, the pupil from St Vincent’s, who won my Diwali card design competition, with his parents.

Last  but by no means least, as a cricket fan, I attended our cricket group dinner with guest speaker England captain Kevin Pietersen, who spoke of the prospects for the team’s forthcoming tour of India (whose remarks now look a bit over optimistic!).

I’ve also asked a full range of Parliamentary Questions (click here) and supported a wide range of Early Day Motions (click here). 



Constituency

This report period includes Remembrance Sunday, where I attended the service at Hendon War Memorial this year. I was also able to read the invocation at Edgware Royal British Legion’s ceremony, where I am the honorary president, and attend the AJEX service, too!

I also attended the opening of the Remembrance Day exhibition at the RAF Museum, where I had the privilege of meeting Henry Allingham, the country’s oldest man and last surviving founder member of the RAF, from the First World War.

The Saturday before, as I have done for many years, I took a ‘shift’ selling poppies for the Poppy Appeal, this year at Colindale  ASDA.

The month also saw Diwali, I attended the festivities at Barnet Asian Old People’s Association, and at Golders Green Temple.

I attended the protest meeting organised by local residents over the Conservative Council’s plan to build a road through Montrose Park. It also now seems they plan to put a road through Colindale Park, too!
I visited Goldbeaters Primary School, as part of my cycle of primary school visits; and St Vincent’s, to present the certificate to my Diwali card design competition winner.


I spoke at Middlesex University Labour Club.

I attended the AGMs of Barnet Mencap and Barnet Law Service.

I spoke (in Greek) at the annual dinner of the Cyprus Rizokarpasso Association.

I attended and took questions at the Mill Hill Preservation Society Autumn meeting.

I attended the reopening of Hendon Hall Hotel, after major refurbishment.

I supported Barclay’s Bank Hendon’s fundraising coffee morning for MacMillan nurses.

I held my own coffee morning for Colindale residents, at St Matthew’s Church Hall.



Further Afield 
The JCHR had day visits to Belfast, to meet with the Northern Ireland Police Service, as part of our inquiry into Policing and Protest: they are a model of good practice; and to Vienna to discuss our mutual work programmes, with the European Fundamental Rights Agency, the UN anti-trafficking unit, and the OSCE counter-terrorism officials.

I was also invited to attend the policy conference of the European Friends of Israel, in Paris.


Media
Not quite so many media appearances as usual this  month.

I appeared in the Guardian, over the Employment Bill (see above) and on the ongoing Bill of Rights debate. I appeared in the Telegraph, over the issue of compensation for asbestos sufferers. Liberty’s ‘in house’ magazine ran an extensive interview  with me. The Jewish News reported my efforts over ‘hate preachers’; and the Jewish Chronicle ran a piece over my efforts on the acceptance of language A-level qualifications by universities.

I appeared on Radio 4’s ‘Westminster Hour’, on the Bill of Rights debate; and on Talk Radio, over the welcome decision to keep the Post Office Card Account.


Updates
Reports and updates published since my last report include: 
· Transport eUpdate 7/7: Bus Route 113 – November 08
· Pensions eUpdate 10/2: Post Office Card Account; 

Women’s NI contributions – November 08

· Environment eUdpate 12/4: Sustainable Development Indicators – Nov 08
· Jewish Community eUpdate 17/5 Visit of Prime Minister of Israel – Nov 08
· Tamil Community Update 8: Diwali 2008 – October 08
· British Indian Community Update 9: Diwali 2008 – October 08
· Gurkha and Nepalese Community Update: Diwali 2008 – October 08
Please feel free to look up any you feel of interest on my website www.andrewdismoremp.com – if you’d like to be added to the mailing lists for any of these subjects, please email: updates@hendonlabourparty.com.


Support

In response to these monthly updates, quite a few people have replied, asking how they can get involved in my campaigning work, or make a donation to support the costs of what I do, or join the Labour Party. If you are interested in any of these please click here and I’ll get back to you, on how you can help!

 



Facebook

I’ve set up a profile on Facebook!  To add me to your profile, please search ‘Andrew Dismore’ on www.facebook.com.



 

I would be very interested to hear any feedback on the issues raised in this report. I have now started a series of occasional meetings for constituents, to receive feedback, both from these reports and more generally on what is going on in and around the constituency. Please let me know if you would like to have invitations to such events, which will be held at my constituency office next to the Town Hall in Hendon. To register your interest, email me with your name and address; just click here.
 

I hope that you have found this report of interest, and if you would like to receive my specific subject based reports just click here. If you have any comments, please do not hesitate to let me know by emailing me at updates@hendonlabourparty.com.

 

If you have any friends or neighbours in Hendon who might be interested in this report, please feel free to send it to them. If they would like to be added to my email list please ask them to email updates@hendonlabourparty.com.



	Yours sincerely,
[image: image2.jpg]



Andrew Dismore
Labour Member of Parliament for Hendon


	*****You can find out more at my website –just click here *****



	P.S. Please feel free to pass on this letter to any friends or neighbours who may be interested.  If they would like their own copy or if there are any other issues you’d like to hear about then contact my office on 8202 2122 or e-mail – updates@hendonlabourparty.com
P.P.S. If you have access to the internet, you might also like to check out my website.  On the website I post most of my parliamentary speeches and oral questions; press releases; and reports on many other subjects.  My website is regularly updated, so for my most recent news, visit: www.andrewdismoremp.com
P.P.P.S. If you do not wish to receive further information from me, please write to me at the House of Commons, London SW1A OAA.



	This e-mail, including attachments, is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail, delete this e-mail and destroy any copies. Any disclosure, reproduction, or use of this information by persons apart from the intended recipient is unauthorized and may be illegal. This e-mail has been checked for viruses, but no liability is accepted for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail. Reproduced from an email sent by Emmanuel de Lange, on behalf of Andrew Dismore MP, both at 79 The Burroughs, NW4 4AX



