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	Constituency Report #30

29th August – 19th October 2008
      

House of Commons and Westminster
Most of this period was during the Parliamentary recess, so see below for details of what I was doing, in the constituency and further afield.
However, in the two weeks we have been back, most of the attention in Parliament has been on the economic situation. Anything I write is likely to be out of date almost immediately, given the fast moving picture, but if you have any questions or comments, please let me know, and I’ll do my best to respond!

Nevertheless, other Parliamentary business goes on, too. The Joint Select Committee on Human Rights, which I chair, held a mini-conference, following up on our report last year on the treatment of the elderly in hospitals and care homes. This was an opportunity to hear from the various NGOs and service providers, on what progress has been made on our recommendations.
I also spoke briefly in the debates on three private members’ Bills. The Planning and Energy Bill aims to allow local authorities to set local planning rules for energy saving measures, which I supported. The second, the Broadcasting (Television Licence Fee Abolition) Bill, proposed the abolition of the BBC licence fee. As the Bill was badly drafted (in that it proposed no alternative mechanism for funding the BBC!), I opposed it. The Bill was withdrawn by the MP promoter, as it was universally opposed across the Commons. I also spoke in support of the Umbilical Cord Blood (Donation) Bill, which aims to promote the donation of cord blood after a birth. This is extremely important for scientific research into stem cell therapy and for treatments for diseases such as leukaemia.
I also had a meeting with the London Wildlife Trust, for a briefing about their work.

I met the British Institute for Human Rights, to discuss what I have been doing on freedom of expression and the Bill of Rights Debate.



Further Afield

Recess is a time to do work overseas, with MP colleagues from abroad. After my 10 day summer holiday in Greece, I stayed on in Athens for two days, to meet with Greek MPs and commentators and discuss politics there: Some time ago I was appointed to act as a link between the Labour Party and our sister party in Greece, Pasok.
Greece has a Conservative government (New Democracy Party), and is suffering from a far worse economic crisis.

I was also invited (at no cost to the taxpayer) to attend the four day annual gathering of overseas Chinese, in Beijing. As I have previously reported, I chair the Chinese in Britain All-Party Parliamentary Group, reflecting the fact that in this area we have the largest number of residents of Chinese origin in the UK. I have been helping mentor a project to encourage young British Chinese to become more involved in civil society and political life in the UK.
My invite was to accompany this group, for discussions at Beijing University and with the Chinese Government’s Ministry of Overseas Chinese, and to see a little of ordinary life in China. The visit was both interesting and successful.

I was also a UK delegate to the Inter-Parliamentary Union Assembly in Geneva, where I had been asked to present a paper on Freedom of Expression to their Human Rights Committee, which was well received.


Constituency 
During this period, I have had a full constituency programme. Summer and early Autumn are a good time to spend calling on residents, so I have been out and about in Mill Hill, Colindale, Burnt Oak and Edgware.

I held a tea party for Hale and Edgware residents at the Royal British Legion.
I also held a well attended residents report back meeting, particularly focussing on health and crime issues.

I attended St Mary’s Secondary School Black History Month conference; and spoke at St Paul’s Church, Mill Hill, at their Black History Month launch.

I held an advice stall at the Grahame Park Festival. I also went to the presentation by Youth Crime Concern, at Grahame Park youth club.

I attended Barnet College’s  awards evening, ‘Celebrity Success’.

I attended Sangam Centre’s Navaratni celebration; and awarded my prize certificate to a pupil at St Vincent’s primary school, for the best Diwali card design.
I helped with fundraising at ASDA, Colindale, for Breast Cancer Care.

I spent an afternoon with London Underground Northern Line at Hendon Central tube station, for a briefing on the line’s modernisation progress, and to see their new station garden; and at Edgware Station, to view the refurbishment works, and to try out the new simulator, at the train driver training centre, there.

Finally, I attended and spoke at the celebrations to mark the centenary of Finchley Memorial Hospital.


Media
The Times reported my comments on the Government's plans to hold inquests in private (since dropped) , in the Counter Terrorism Bill.
The Sun covered my criticisms concerning Abu Hamza's appeal to the European Court of Human Rights. 
The Spectator ran my letter about progress in Cyprus. 
The Evening Standard reported my concerns over an offshoot of the banned extremist organisation, Al Muhajaroon, and the Sun my comments over the return of seized cash to the family of extremist Bakri Mohammed. 
The Times reported my views over their investigation into links between child pornography, terrorist websites, and extremists.
The Sunday Telegraph reported on my campaign for restitution of art looted by the Nazis, and for amendments to the law to allow the return of such stolen art works.
I appeared on Radio 4 Today in Parliament over my comments on the Planning and Energy Bill and Broadcasting Bill (see above) and they also ran an interview with me about the forthcoming Immigration Bill.
I appeared on Radio 4 World at One, over the "42 day" pre charge detention issue. 



Updates
Reports and updates published since my last report include: 
· Environment eUpdate 12/3: climate change 80% target – October 08
· Law & order update 12: mid-year report – August 08
· NHS update 15: annual report – August 08
· Transport eUpdate 7/5: Pedestrian crossing over A1; Mill Hill 

      Broadway Thameslink – September 08

·  Transport eUpdate 7/6: Northern Line – October 08

·  Muslim community update 12: Eid 2008 – October 08
Please feel free to look up any you feel of interest on my website www.andrewdismoremp.com – if you’d like to be added to the mailing lists for any of these subjects, please email: updates@hendonlabourparty.com.


Support

In response to these monthly updates, quite a few people have replied, asking how they can get involved in my campaigning work, or make a donation to support the costs of what I do, or join the Labour Party. If you are interested in any of these please click here and I’ll get back to you, on how you can help!

 



Facebook

I’ve set up a profile on Facebook!  To add me to your profile, please search ‘Andrew Dismore’ on www.facebook.com.



 

I would be very interested to hear any feedback on the issues raised in this report. I have now started a series of occasional meetings for constituents, to receive feedback, both from these reports and more generally on what is going on in and around the constituency. Please let me know if you would like to have invitations to such events, which will be held at my constituency office next to the Town Hall in Hendon. To register your interest, email me with your name and address; just click here.
 

I hope that you have found this report of interest, and if you would like to receive my specific subject based reports just click here. If you have any comments, please do not hesitate to let me know by emailing me at updates@hendonlabourparty.com.

 

If you have any friends or neighbours in Hendon who might be interested in this report, please feel free to send it to them. If they would like to be added to my email list please ask them to email updates@hendonlabourparty.com.



	Yours sincerely,
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Andrew Dismore
Labour Member of Parliament for Hendon


	P.S. Please feel free to pass on this letter to any friends or neighbours who may be interested.  If they would like their own copy or if there are any other issues you’d like to hear about then contact my office on 8202 2122 or e-mail – updates@hendonlabourparty.com



	This e-mail, including attachments, is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail, delete this e-mail and destroy any copies. Any disclosure, reproduction, or use of this information by persons apart from the intended recipient is unauthorized and may be illegal. This e-mail has been checked for viruses, but no liability is accepted for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail. Reproduced from an email sent by Emmanuel de Lange, on behalf of Andrew Dismore MP, both at 79 The Burroughs, NW4 4AX



