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	Constituency Report #37 
22nd April – 22nd May 2009
Feedback Meeting
As you know, I promised to keep you up to date on local issues, and I also believe that it is important for MPs to do as much as they can, to keep in touch with local residents.

I do this by a variety of methods – calling on people (it takes four years to get round the whole constituency of 50,000 + houses!) and sending regular newsletters, especially by email, on specific issues people have asked to hear about.

I also hold feedback meetings, which are your chance to let me know what you think about issues locally, or nationally.
I’d like to invite you along to my next feedback meeting, if you can come.

It will be on:

Sunday 7th June 2009, 10.30am

79 The Burroughs, NW4 4AX 
All you have to do is RSVP to updates@hendonlabourparty.com, or call 020 8202 2122 to leave your name, address, and acceptance on my answering machine – numbers are limited by the size of our room!



Website
 

Can I firstly draw your attention to my interactive website www.AndrewDismoreMP.com: on which I put a lot of important and useful information, especially in the new and improved “reports” sections. I hope you will find it of interest.


House of Commons and Westminster
It is inevitable that I should start this report with the allowances and expenses scandal and the resignation of the Speaker. I have been angered as much as the next person, by much of what I have read. Rather than try to give a commentary here, I have started a new page on my website (click here), where I am posting details of my own claims, in summary form; my statements on the issue; Parliamentary or ministerial statements on reforms, as they happen; and my own claim forms, and supporting documentation. I do not have anything to hide personally, and always published details of my own returns long before parliament published them. On the web page you will find a very full account of my own views and comments about what has been happening.

We are now in the throes of the election of a new Speaker. You will be relieved to know I am not a candidate! 

Returning to more normal business, I have had great success with some of my Private Member’s Bills. I wrote before about my ‘sleepover’, to try to get ahead in the queue. It’s worked.

So far, I have been able to get two Bill through second reading, to committee stage: my Holocaust (Stolen Art) Restitution Bill (second reading speech, click here); and my Personal Injury (Asbestos Related Conditions) Bill (second reading speech, click here). I have also secured the start of the second reading debates on my Land Use (Gardens Protection) Bill (click here for second reading speech) and on my British Museums Art (Amendment) Bill (click here for second reading speech), but both ran out of time: they have been rescheduled, but have little chance of further progress. However, two second readings so far (and another Bill still in ‘pole position’) is pretty good going!

I have also had discussions with Ministers on my Employers Liability Insurance Bureau Bill (the Government will not support it) and my Illegally Logged Timber (prohibition of Sale) Bill (where we are making progress in private discussions).

I also made contributions on the floor of the House, in the two debates  on Sri Lanka (click here, and click here); during Foreign Office questions on Cyprus (click here); and during the report stage  of the Policing and Crime Bill, when I spoke on gang injunctions (click here).

The Speaker granted me a debate on Barnet Council’s plans to cut the sheltered warden service: click here for the debate.

The Joint Select Committee on Human Rights, which I chair, has held evidence sessions on UK complicity in torture, with the former Ambassador to Uzbekistan and Professor Phillipe Sands QC; we have reopened our inquiry into the policing of protest, in the light of events including the G20, Nottinghamshire, and Tamil protests, with an evidence session with protestors, the IPCC and the police – the Minister is to follow; and on the UK’s laws on genocide, war crime and crimes against humanity.

Transcripts of these sessions appear on the JCHR website (click here). We also held a conference on the Bill of Rights debate, with the Minister, spokespersons for the Conservatives and Lib Dems, and NGOs.

I attended various meetings on Sri Lanka, including with the All Party Tamil Group; and with the Prime Minister’s envoy, Des Browne MP.

Meetings on Cyprus were held with Lobby for Cyprus; I attended the FCO reception for both Greek and Turkish Cypriots, addressed by the Prime Minister; and had talks with the All Party Group for Turkey, and for Northern Cyprus. I attended the reception for the Turkish/British Chamber of Commerce.
I attended a meeting organised by Labour Friends of Israel with Professor Alan Dershowitz; and the dinner organised by the British Hong Kong Association.

I chaired a meeting of the London Group of Labour MPs, with NHS London: this was a chance to discuss the proposed expansion of stroke and major trauma services.

I attended the  launch of the Schools Link project, aimed at building links between UK schools and schools in the developing world. In our area, Mill Hill County participates – I am contacting other schools to encourage them to take part.

I attended a meeting of the All Party War Crimes Group; and chaired a meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Council for British Archaeology, London.

I briefed the head of human rights of the Commonwealth Secretariat, on the work of the JCHR.

I met with the head of Parkfield School, concerned about aspects of funding, after the rebuild, just completed.

On a more informal note, I had no fewer than four photos accepted for the Parliamentary photography exhibition; and attended the Cricket Group’s dinner, guest speaker Test Match Special’s Christopher Martin-Jenkins.
I’ve also asked a full range of Parliamentary Questions (click here) and supported a wide range of Early Day Motions (click here). 


London
I attended the fundraising dinner of Kisharon and the Board of Deputies’ President’s dinner. I attended the  lecture at the LSE given by George Papandreou leader of the PASOK, Greek, opposition party; and had a fruitful meeting with the Cyprus High Commissioner, over a working lunch, ‘one to one’.



Constituency 
Much of the month was taken up with the sheltered housing warden issue. Apart from the debate in Parliament (see above), I visited residents in Gadsbury Close, and Ferrydale Lodge, and led the protest march.
On the ‘health’ front, I met the PCT twice: once for a general briefing; and once for a detailed discussion on the Edgware Hospital review, to look at expanding services there.

I visited the North London Breast Screening Unit, where major investment in digital technology is going on; they have made huge strides in improving the service, after the difficulties of a few years ago. I met with Millway Medical Practice’s patients’ forum.

The Prime Minister and Peter Mandelson, Secretary of State for Business and Enterprise, visited the constituency, to launch the ‘Bangers for Cash’ scheme, which provides extra cash for those trading in old cars for new.

I attended the anniversary service of North West London Church; and the International Gospel Church barbeque; and the West Hendon interfaith day. I attended the anniversary concert for St Mary’s Hendon Church.

I visited Stonegrove Children’s Centre; a fundraiser for the Alan Senitt Trust; the annual meeting of Church Way Neighbourhood Watch; Sunnyfields Primary School; and met with the developers of Mill Hill Barracks site. I attended the opening of Norwood’s Nursery, by Cherie Blair.

Finally, I held a tea party for constituents in Mill Hill East Church Hall.


Media
I issued quite a range of press releases:

24/04/09 PLEURAL PLAQUES BILL ACHIEVES SECOND READING

27/04/09 DISMORE’S PLEURAL PLAQUES SPEECH

04/05/09 DISMORE PUBLISHES GARDEN PROTECTION BILL

04/05/09 DISMORE VISITS NORTH LONDON BREAST SCREENING SERVICE

05/05/09 DISMORE GRANTED DEBATE ON COUNCIL’S WARDEN CUTS SCHEME

06/05/09 AERODROME ROAD: NOW WE KNOW WHO WAS RESPONSIBLE!

07/05/09 DISMORE DEMANDS COUNCIL ACTION OVER LIDBURY SQUARE 

08/05/09 DISMORE JOINS CHILDREN’S CENTRE CELEBRATIONS

11/05/09 DISMORE STANDS UP FOR BARNET’S SHELTERED TENANTS

11/05/09 DISMORE PROPOSES GARDEN PROTECTION BILL

11/05/09 DISMORE DEMANDS WARRENS SHAWE PLAY AREA ACTION

11/05/09 DISMORE CHALLENGES RESIDENT’S FORUM CANCELLATION

15/05/09 DISMORE CHALLENGES COUNCIL PLAN TO SELL OFF THE DEAD

15/05/09 DISMORE PUBLISHES CROWN EMPLOYMENT (NATIONALITY) BILL

15/05/09 DISMORE PUBLISHES HOME REPOSSESSIONS (PROTECTION) BILL

15/05/09 DISMORE BACKS LOCAL NEWSPAPERS

18/05/09 DISMORE BEGINS PARTHENON SCULPTURES DEBATE

18/05/09 DISMORE’S HOLOCAUST RESTITUTION BILL SECURES SECOND READING

19/05/09 DISMORE COMMENTS ON ALLOWANCES CRISIS

19/05/09 DISMORE DEMANDS OFFORD OWNS UP

20/05/09 DISMORE RAISES TURKISH TROUPS IN CYPRUS

21/05/09 DISMORE WELCOMES GURKHA SETTLEMENT RIGHTS

I also appeared on Radio 4 Today in Parliament to comment on the minimum wage, and my Holocaust Restitution and British Museum Bills. I was interviewed on Radio 4’s Week in Westminster on the allowances issue.



Updates
Reports and updates published since my last report include: 
· Pensions Update 12 – April 09
· NHS Update 16 – May 09
· Christian Community Update 5a – May 09
· Gurkha & Nepalese Community Update 3 – April 09

· Gurkha & Nepalese Community Update 4 – April 09

· Gurkha & Nepalese Community Update 5 – April 09

· Gurkha & Nepalese Community Update 6 – May 09

· Tamil Community Update 14 – May 09

· Tamil Community Update 15 – May 09

· Jewish Community eUpdate 21/1 – May 09

· Jewish Community eUpdate 21/2 – May 09

· Greek & Cypriot Community Update 7 – May 09
Please feel free to look up any you feel of interest on my website www.andrewdismoremp.com – if you’d like to be added to the mailing lists for any of these subjects, please email: updates@hendonlabourparty.com.


Support

In response to these monthly updates, quite a few people have replied, asking how they can get involved in my campaigning work, or make a donation to support the costs of what I do, or join the Labour Party. If you are interested in any of these please click here and I’ll get back to you, on how you can help!

 



Facebook

I’ve set up a profile on Facebook!  To add me to your profile, please search ‘Andrew Dismore’ on www.facebook.com.



 

I would be very interested to hear any feedback on the issues raised in this report. I have now started a series of occasional meetings for constituents, to receive feedback, both from these reports and more generally on what is going on in and around the constituency. Please let me know if you would like to have invitations to such events, which will be held at my constituency office next to the Town Hall in Hendon. To register your interest, email me with your name and address; just click here.
 

I hope that you have found this report of interest. If you have any comments, please do not hesitate to let me know by emailing me at updates@hendonlabourparty.com.

 

If you have any friends or neighbours in Hendon who might be interested in this report, please feel free to send it to them. If they would like to be added to my email list please ask them to email updates@hendonlabourparty.com.



	Yours sincerely,
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Andrew Dismore
Labour Member of Parliament for Hendon


	P.S. Please feel free to pass on this letter to any friends or neighbours who may be interested.  If they would like their own copy or if there are any other issues you’d like to hear about then contact my office on 8202 2122 or e-mail – updates@hendonlabourparty.com
P.P.S. If you have access to the internet, you might also like to check out my website.  On the website I post most of my parliamentary speeches and oral questions; press releases; and reports on many other subjects.  My website is regularly updated, so for my most recent news, visit: www.andrewdismoremp.com
P.P.P.S. If you do not wish to receive further information from me, please write to me at the House of Commons, London SW1A OAA.



	This e-mail, including attachments, is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail, delete this e-mail and destroy any copies. Any disclosure, reproduction, or use of this information by persons apart from the intended recipient is unauthorized and may be illegal. This e-mail has been checked for viruses, but no liability is accepted for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail. Reproduced from an email sent by Emmanuel de Lange, on behalf of Andrew Dismore MP, both at 79 The Burroughs, NW4 4AX



