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	DISMORE OPTS OUT OF ACA

	Andrew Dismore, Labour Member of Parliament for Hendon, has announced that he is no longer to claim for Additional Cost Allowance, the so-called “second home allowance”.

Mr Dismore said:

“I gave notice to the Commons authorities some time ago, that I did not intend to claim the Additional Cost Allowance for the new financial year.

I will opt, instead, to receive the alternative, London weighting.

However, having said that, I would like to put the record straight, to correct misapprehensions given by the press as to amounts claimed. They have aggregated claims over a number of years, to give an inflated and misleading impression of the amounts involved.

I have always been open about my claims for all allowances, publishing by press release and on my website details as soon as they are available, and long before the House authorities did so.

In relation to the ACA, I claimed £3,815 in 2007/8. This is only a small fraction of the maximum amount permitted. Whilst the final figures for 2008/9 are not yet confirmed, the provisional figure is £3,056, substantially less.

I do not (and never have) claimed a penny towards the cost of purchase of the property, which I have met from my own money; and I have claimed only for my flat in Burnt Oak, which is cheaper than the one in Westminster, to minimise the cost.

I have claimed only for ‘running costs’, like the service charge, repairs, utilities and so on, and payment is claimed against receipts.

The reason I consider properties in both the constituency and Westminster to be necessary, is because of my working pattern.

During weekdays, I am at Westminster. My day starts at 7.45am, and rarely finishes before 10.45/11pm. At weekends, both Saturdays and Sundays, I work in Hendon, my day starts at about 9.15am, and usually stretches well into the evening, too.

The issue is not the distance, but the time. To sustain these hours, it is very helpful to reduce travelling time from well over an hour each way from my Burnt Oak flat to Parliament, to about 15-20 minutes from my Westminster property, saving about 1.5 hours per day. Even so, this still leaves very little time for any ‘normal’ domestic activities. 

Some MPs prefer to hire hotel rooms, for late nights in Parliament: their claims on an annual basis often work out more than for those who have bought.

For the new financial year, I notified the House of Commons authorities that I intended to switch from claiming the ACA, to claiming London weighting (MPs cannot claim both). Given the amount I claim by way of ACA and the amount paid for London weighting, the difference in cash terms is negligible either way.

Therefore, this issue, as far as my own claims are concerned, will no longer arise.

It is also important to note that when making international comparisons with MPs in the rest of Europe, their ‘package’ is generally far more generous.”



	Ends

For further Information please page Andrew Dismore MP on 07659 592 094

	This e-mail, including attachments, is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail, delete this e-mail and destroy any copies. Any disclosure, reproduction, or use of this information by persons apart from the intended recipient is unauthorized and may be illegal. This e-mail has been checked for viruses, but no liability is accepted for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail. Reproduced from an email sent by Emmanuel de Lange, on behalf of Andrew Dismore MP, both at 79 The Burroughs, NW4 4AX
[image: image2.jpg]






