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Website
 

Can I firstly draw your attention to my interactive website www.AndrewDismoreMP.com: on which I am putting a lot of important and useful information, especially in the new and improved “reports” sections. I hope you will find it of interest.


Report Period

Unusually, this is a “double edition”, covering two months. I did not wish to put out a report during the London election period, as I believe it would have been wrong to use parliamentary resources to report back to you, during that time. 



House of Commons and Westminster

I spoke during the Second Reading of the Counter-Terrorism Bill. I expressed concern over the “42 day” proposals, and proposed a number of additional measures to enable more effective prosecution of alleged terrorists (click here).

I spoke during the debate on housing in London, particularly highlighting the major housing need in Barnet and the importance of maintaining the “50%” rule in relation to new developments and affordable housing (click here).

I also raised the issue of housing with the Leader of the House, during Business Question Time (click here).

There are major changes underway in immigration law, involving both the introduction of the new “points-based” system based on the Australian model and a much tougher enforcement regime for those who overstay or who are otherwise illegal. I spoke in the general debate on the new system (click here) particularly highlighting the possible impact on the Chinese restaurant trade, if their skilled chefs are excluded from the system. On the debate on the tougher enforcement of immigration rules, I underlined the need for some discretion in the system to deal with hard cases such as victims of people trafficking (click here).
During the Report Stage on the Planning & Energy Bill, I spoke extensively on the need to ensure new properties are properly insulated, and the importance of microgeneration, amongst other issues (click here).

I was lucky enough to be called for Prime Minister’s Questions, on the 60th Anniversary of Israel, which I raised with the Prime Minister. He gave a very sympathetic reply (click here).

I also spoke during the short topical debate on anti-Semitism (click here).
The Joint Select Committee on Human Rights (JCHR), which I chair, has also been active. We are in the middle of an inquiry into alleged ill-treatment of detainees in Iraq (click here for evidence transcripts) and have just published our report on the Counter-Terrorism Bill in advance of the Report Stage of the Bill (click here). We also held a “mini-conference” on the issue of counter-terrorism, bringing together, not just our own members of staff, but NGOs, the police and Crown Prosecution Service, with the Minister for Policing and Counter-Terrorism, Tony McNulty MP. 
I’ve also asked a full range of Parliamentary Questions and supported a wide range of Early Day Motions. For details ‘click here’. 



 

Other Westminster Business
Dealing firstly with meetings with ministers, I met the Housing Minister, Caroline Flint MP, to discuss housing problems in the borough. I met with Immigration Minister, Liam Byrne MP, to discuss issues arising out of the new points-based system; I met the Health Secretary, Alan Johnson MP, to discuss the impact on healthcare of migrants. I met Health Care Minister, Ivan Lewis, to discuss the rights of those with mental disorders. I met with Lord Darzi, the Health Minister, to discuss the major review of the NHS which he is conducting.  I attended the briefing given by DEFRA minister, Jonathan Shaw MP, on the Draft Marine Bill, a very important environmental measure which is presently out to consultation (see my environment e-update 11/1 – click here).
I was lucky to be included in the audience for the address to the Joint Houses of Parliament of the President of France, Mr. Sarkozy, during his state visit.

I attended the events at Westminster for UK-India business and the India-Britain All-Party Group.

As chair of the Human Rights Committee, I am often asked to meet lobby groups and brief overseas delegations. In this capacity I had a meeting with Liberty’s director, Shami Chakrabarti; I met with BUPA and the National Care Association who wished to lobby me (unsuccessfully) against the application of the Human Rights Act to residents in care homes (a campaign which has met with some success); I attended the review of homicide law organised by the Ministry of Justice. I briefed a delegation of MPs from Bahrain. I attended the briefing by the General Social Care Council, which is particularly relevant to our work on the “YL” care homes case. I attended the meeting organised by campaign group Redress, over the Bill they are promoting to enable victims of torture to claim compensation from foreign states.
As chair of the Group of London Labour MPs, I hosted a meeting for London NHS Confederation (health service organisations); and a meeting with NHS London, the strategic body responsible for health services in London). I attended the events organised at Westminster on behalf of the Bah’ai faith and the Armenian community. I also attended the briefing organised by the Royal British Legion. I attended to detailed briefings organised by the trade union, GMB, on compensation for asbestos victims; and on safety issues for cab drivers.
I attended the meeting of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on anti-Semitism about progress on last year’s report, and a working dinner organised by Labour Friends of Israel. 

I met with the developers of Brent Cross to hear about their recent planning application. I do not believe there is sufficient affordable housing in the scheme, as it presently stands.

I also attended the briefings organised by animal welfare groups on enforcement of the fox-hunting ban; by the City of London; and on behalf of breast cancer campaigners. 

I chaired two meetings of the Fire Brigades’ Union All-Party Group. I received from the Hendon Times with the two other Barnet MPs, their petitions against post office closures.
Last, but by no means least, I had three photographs selected for the annual parliamentary photographic exhibition (click here if you’d like to see my entries)!
 



Round and About in London 

I was asked to speak at the Scope conference on the UN Convention on Disability, with particular reference to our recent JCHR report on adults with learning difficulties. 

I attended their anniversary celebration at the Central Synagogue; and the Yom Hashoah commemoration at Logan Hall, particularly focusing on the anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, for which I also tabled a House of Commons motion.

I attended the Israel 60th Anniversary reception organised by the Israel Embassy.

I visited the British Library to discuss their general plans, with particular reference to Colindale Newspaper Library, where the long-term plan is to move to newer premises outside London but to make the collection more widely available on the internet.



International 

I had a short visit to South Africa, to attend the Inter-Parliamentary Union Assembly in Cape Town. The IPU had previously asked me to be their rapporteur on the issue of people trafficking. This involved preparing a paper and draft resolution for the Assembly. I was pleased to say that my paper was well-received and my resolution, with some minor amendments, was adopted by the Assembly, which comprises delegates from 140 parliaments around the world. This was a very interesting time to be in South Africa, coincidentally at the same time as the developing crisis in Zimbabwe in the wake of the discredited elections there. It was a valuable opportunity to discuss the crisis, not just with South African MPs, but with other MPs from around the region.
To reassure you, this did not involve me taking any “time-out” from Parliament: the conference was held during the recess period!


Constituency 
I completed my annual round of visits to secondary schools with Sixth Form discussions at Hendon School and St Mary’s C of E School. 

I organised a visit by the Home Secretary, Jacqui Smith MP, to the Community Security Trust, so she could see at first hand the work that they do and to receive a detailed briefing from them.
As you may know, I have been very concerned about the Council’s neglect of the Pavilion Way sports field, and accordingly, working with local activists, I joined a clean-up operation and in two or three hours we were able to make the playing surface useable again for local children. I believe the Council ought now to bring these fields back into use officially.
I visited the mosque at Grahame Park for Friday prayers.

The 90th Anniversary of the RAF was celebrated at the RAF Museum and I attended with Derek Twigg MP, the Veterans Minister from the Ministry of Defence, who was presenting veterans’ badges.

I attended the induction of Rabbi Lister, as the new Rabbi at Edgware Synagogue.

I visited the Royal National Orthopaedic Hospital to get a full briefing on their future plans. I also attended the opening of the new information centre at Edgware Hospital. 

I visited the Peel Centre, the Metropolitan Police training college, for the police’s national motorcycle safety event. 

I attended the Israeli Dance Institute performance and the 60th Anniversary of Israel service at Kinloss Synagogue, and the celebration event at Wembley. 

I was asked by the Jewish News newspaper to taste and rate matzahs in the run up to Passover.

I attended Rosh Pinah Primary School to hear about their plans and participated in a “Question Time” at Southgate Synagogue.

For local residents, I held a general report back meeting; a coffee morning for West Hendon residents and a tea party for residents for Hendon Ward. 



Media
I appeared on Today in Parliament, who covered the JCHR evidence session in Iraq; over my contribution on the Planning and Energy Bill; and an interview over the JCHR conference on Counter-Terrorism. 

I appeared on Radio 4 This Week on Counter-Terrorism and was excessively quoted in the Evening Standard, New Statesman, Guardian Unlimited, Daily Mail and Mail on Sunday, amongst others. 

I also appeared in the Evening Standard over the campaign to save small shops, and over the plans to move the National Institute for Medical Research from Mill Hill to King’s Cross.

I was quoted in the Daily Telegraph over the need to ensure care home residents are brought within the protection of the Human Rights Act. I appeared in the Daily Express, quoted over Islamist extremism on two different cases. There was excessive coverage in the disability press over the JCHR report on adults with learning disabilities, including Disability Now and Community Care. 

The Guardian covered our inquiry into restraint and the use of secure training centres; the Jewish Chronicle covered a visit I organised for the Defence Secretary to AJEX and the Home Secretary to the CST. 

I issued a full range of press releases on local issues, too (click here).



Updates

Reports and updates published since my last report include:
· Planning eUpdate 11/2: Watling Avenue Cages 
· Planning eUpdate 11/3 – Brent Cross Regeneration
· Environment eUpdate 11/1: Draft Marine Bill; Illegally Logged Timber Bill 
· Planning & Environment Update 12 – Annual Report
· Transport Update 7 – Annual Report
· Transport eUpdate 7/1: Thameslink upgrade 
· International Development eUpdate 7/6 - Human Rights Report 2007 
· International Development eUpdate 7/7 – cyclone Nargis

· Law & Order eUpdate 11/1 – Prime Minister’s letter to Borough Commander
· Law & Order eUpdate 11/2 – Policing in London debate

· Jewish Community eUpdate 15/2 – Rocket attacks from Gaza

· Jewish Community eUpdate 15/3 – Beyond Annapolis

· Jewish Community Update 16
· Muslim Community Update 10
· Chinese Community Update 4
Please feel free to look up any you feel of interest on my website www.andrewdismoremp.com – if you’d like to be added to the mailing lists for any of these subjects, please email: updates@hendonlabourparty.com.


Support

In response to these monthly updates, quite a few people have replied, asking how they can get involved in my campaigning work, or make a donation to support the costs of what I do, or join the Labour Party. If you are interested in any of these please click here and I’ll get back to you, on how you can help!

 



Facebook

I’ve recently set up a profile on Facebook!  To add me to your profile, please search ‘Andrew Dismore’ on www.facebook.com.



 

I would be very interested to hear any feedback on the issues raised in this report. I have now started a series of occasional meetings for constituents, on Sunday afternoons, to receive feedback, both from these reports and more generally on what is going on in and around the constituency. Please let me know if you would like to have invitations to such events, which will be held at my constituency office next to the Town Hall in Hendon. To register your interest, email me with your name and address; just click here.
 

I hope that you have found this report of interest, and if you would like to receive my specific subject based reports just click here. If you have any comments, please do not hesitate to let me know by emailing me at updates@hendonlabourparty.com.

 

If you have any friends or neighbours in Hendon who might be interested in this report, please feel free to send it to them. If they would like to be added to my email list please ask them to email updates@hendonlabourparty.com.

 

Best wishes,

Yours sincerely,
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Andrew Dismore

Member of Parliament for Hendon

 

 

*****You can find out more at my website –just click here *****
 

PS.           To join my mailing lists for any of my reports just click here
PPS.         To leave my mailing list, please send an email with ‘Unsubscribe’ as the subject and your full name and postal address to updates@hendonlabourparty.com
This e-mail, including attachments, is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail, delete this e-mail and destroy any copies. Any disclosure, reproduction, or use of this information by persons apart from the intended recipient is unauthorized and may be illegal. This e-mail has been checked for viruses, but no liability is accepted for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail. Reproduced from an email sent by Emmanuel de Lange, on behalf of Andrew Dismore MP, both at 79 The Burroughs, NW4 4AX



