	
	Andrew Dismore
Member of Parliament for Hendon
 

	
	Constituency Report # 24
24th January – 23rd February 2008


	

Website
 

Can I firstly draw your attention to my interactive website www.AndrewDismoreMP.com: on which I am putting a lot of important and useful information, especially in the new and improved “reports” sections. I hope you will find it of interest.

	

Forthcoming Events

I will be holding a ‘report back’ meeting at my constituency office (79 the Burroughs, London NW4 4AX) at 2pm this Sunday, 2nd March. The themes are my recent updates on pensions and policing issues, although you can raise any other issues, too. If you’d like to come, please email updates@hendonlabourparty.com, places are limited by the size of the room! If you haven’t received these updates and would like them, please email: updates@hendonlabourparty.com, specifying which subjects you are interested in.

I am also holding a coffee morning (St Augustine’s Church Hall, Great Field, Grahame Park, NW9 5TX) this Saturday 1st March at 10.30am. This is an opportunity to raise any “private” casework matters with me. Please email updates@hendonlabourparty.com if you intend to come.



House of Commons and Westminster

I have been especially busy this month, speaking in the Commons.

I spoke during the report stage of the Health and Social Care Bill (click here) particularly to raise the need to overturn the House of Lords decision in the ‘YL’ case (which decided residents in private care homes were not protected by the Human Rights Act), and proposed an amendment to this effect. I am pleased to say I got a result! The Government has accepted the principle and will bring forward their own amendment during the House of Lords stage of the Bill.

We had a full debate on Holocaust Memorial Day, during which I spoke (click here) about the original idea behind HMD and my involvement in bringing it about.

I spoke during the debate on the Bill on the Lisbon Treaty (click here) particularly raising concerns about the European Fundamental Rights Agency (for more about this see below).

I made a major contribution during the debate on the removal of the control order regime, arguing various changes were needed, in the light of our experience of the system (click here).

During Prime Minister’s Questions, I praised the performance of our local police,  who have done a good job in getting the crime figures down (click here); and in Business Questions Time with the Leader of the House on the same theme, I secured her agreement in principle, to a debate on policing in London (click here).

I questioned the Prime Minister after his statement on the Chilcott review into the use of intercept evidence in terrorist cases (click here).
I also questioned the Foreign Secretary, over his statement on rendition, and the new information provided by the US (click here) about the use of Diego Garcia.
Turning to Private Members’ Bills, I spoke briefly in support of a Lib Dem Bill to strengthen the rights of leaseholders of former council properties (click here).
Finally, I did not speak during the debate on the Agency Workers Bill : This Private Member’s Bill attracted a lot of attention. It seeks to give agency and temporary workers employment rights. I did not speak, as I was acting as an unofficial whip, to help the Bill through – though I had the satisfaction of announcing the successful result of the division, in the House!
Altogether, that amounts to nine speeches (long and short) in one month on the floor of the House: that’s a lot, even for me, and possibly a backbench record, especially as one of those weeks was the half term recess!

Looking at other work in the Commons, the Joint Committee on Human Rights, which I chair, has been something of a production line, with a  whole series of reports being published on: the Criminal Justice Bill; the Health and Social Care Bill; the control order regime; the Counter Terrorism Bill; and our annual report.
We also had an evidence session with the immigration minister, Liam Byrne MP, looking at changes to the immigration rules. The transcript of the session and all our reports can be seen on the Committee website (click here).
The JCHR also held meetings with the new Equality and Human Rights Commission and the Council of Europe Human Rights Commissioner, who was visiting London.

As chair, I also met with UK representatives of the EU Fundamental Rights Agency and the Ministry of Justice official in charge of that department’s human rights work.

The other committee on which I serve, the Standards and Privileges Committee, has been in the news, for our work in exposing Conservative MP Derek Conway’s ‘employment’ of his son. We have decided to recommend a new rule, requiring MPs to disclose in the public register, details of any relatives they employ. For the record I don’t employ a relative!
I also voted to restrict MP’s pay to the below inflation figure of 1.9%, in line with other public sector workers.

Other Westminster work included meeting the President of Sierre Leone, and his delegation, visiting the UK; Home Office minister Tony McNulty to discuss the ‘42 days’ issue; and the Olympics organising committee.

I have agreed to be the Chair and trustee of the Council of British Archaeology London Group.

I hosted a meeting for Hendon head teachers to meet with Parmjit Dhanda MP, Minister for Community Cohesion, and with the British Council, to discuss their scheme for twinning schools with schools in Africa and India.

I attended a Labour friends of Israel meeting with Tel Aviv University Professor Asher Susser.

I entertained to tea and a private tour of Parliament, the winner of my primary schools’ Christmas card competition, and his family.

I chaired a meeting of the London Labour MPs with Ken Livingstone.
I attended the concert organised by the Cyprus High Commission at the Hellenic Centre.

And finally, I was guest speaker at Middlesex University Law Society.
I’ve also asked a full range of Parliamentary Questions and supported a wide range of Early Day Motions. For details click here. I particularly asked a large number of questions on education, health and questions of relevance to pensioners.
 

	 



International
During the half-term recess week, I attended the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) assembly and UN conference on people trafficking  in Vienna. I was asked to be one of the guest speakers, as I am the IPU’s rapporteur on the issue, and seem now to be seen as something of an expert.

Whilst I was in Vienna, I also visited the EU Fundamental Rights Agency, to check on their progress. If you read my speech on them (see above), you will see that I have been somewhat critical of their performance so far, and I and my committee will be paying close attention to their activities.


Constituency 
Holocaust Memorial Day was very prominent in my diary, this month. I attended the schools event with the Chief Rabbi, held at the London Academy, and the Barnet civic event, at Middlesex University.
I watched the installation of the new railway bridge over Aerodrome Road, a major and fascinating piece of engineering: I hope you saw my article in the local Times about it .
I was a judge at the Barnet schools’ public speaking competition: the worthy winner was from Mill Hill County, she now goes forward to the London finals.
Health issues were also in the diary. I met with the Chief Executives of the Royal Free and Barnet/Chase Farm Hospitals, to discuss concerns raised with me, and their future strategies.

I met with the Chief Executive of First Capital Connect (Thameslink) at Mill Hill station, to press for significant improvements in both the station environment and quality of service – full details will be in my forthcoming transport report – if you’d like to receive this, please email updates@hendonlabourparty.com with “Transport Update 7” as the subject line.
I presented the winner of my Chinese New year card design competition with the certificate and invitation to tea, at St Mary’s and St John’s Primary School.

I presented exam certificates at the Greek Saturday School, speaking in Greek myself, hopefully as a good example to the students!
I visited the Retail Trust, Mill Hill, to see how their work on the Cottage Homes has progressed.

I attended the foundation ceremony for the new cow shed at Bhaktividanda Manor temple.
I was guest speaker at the North London Chinese Community Association’s New Year celebration.



	

	

Media
I appeared on Radio 5 Live on terrorism; on Sky (twice) about control orders; in a lengthy discussion on the Week in Westminster, Radio 4, about MP’s allowances ‘policing’, and radio 4 World This Weekend on election donations. I appeared on Newsnight BBC 2, for a discussion on rendition; and on Channel 4 news, about the use of restraint in Youth Training Centres.
I was quoted in the Daily Telegraph on surveillance issues; again in the Daily Telegraph  about inquest procedures; the Observer about travel insurance (based on one of my constituency cases); the Guardian about Israel, the BBC News and Guardian websites, also about inquests; the Jewish Chronicle over smears against Israel; the Law Society Gazette about the Terrorism Bill; and the Greek Cypriot Paper, Eleftheria, on my presentation of exam certificates.

	

	

Updates

Reports and updates published this month include:

· Pensions Annual Report 10

· Law and Order Annual Report 11

· Chinese Community Update 3 – Happy New Year!

· Jewish Community eUpdate 15/1 – Holocaust Memorial Day and Yad Vashem
· Animal Welfare eUpdate 4/4 - Whales
Please feel free to look up any you feel of interest on my website www.andrewdismoremp.com – if you’d like to be added to the mailing lists for any of these subjects, please email: updates@hendonlabourparty.com. For technical reasons new updates and reports may not be available on my website for a few days.


Facebook

I’ve recently set up a profile on Facebook!  To add me to your profile, please search ‘Andrew Dismore’ on www.facebook.com.



Support

In response to these monthly updates, quite a few people have replied, asking how they can get involved in my campaigning work, or make a donation to support the costs of what I do, or join the Labour Party. If you are interested in any of these please click here and I’ll get back to you, on how you can help!
 



	

 

I would be very interested to hear any feedback on the issues raised in this report. I have now started a series of occasional meetings for constituents, on Sunday afternoons, to receive feedback, both from these reports and more generally on what is going on in and around the constituency. Please let me know if you would like to have invitations to such events, which will be held at my constituency office next to the Town Hall in Hendon. To register your interest, email me with your name and address; just click here.
 

I hope that you have found this report of interest, and if you would like to receive my specific subject based reports just click here. If you have any comments, please do not hesitate to let me know by emailing me at updates@hendonlabourparty.com.
 

If you have any friends or neighbours in Hendon who might be interested in this report, please feel free to send it to them. If they would like to be added to my email list please ask them to email updates@hendonlabourparty.com.
 

	Best wishes,
Yours sincerely,
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 Andrew Dismore
Member of Parliament for Hendon
 

 

 

	 

 

*****You can find out more at my website –just click here *****
 

	PS.           To join my mailing lists for any of my reports just click here
PPS.         To leave my mailing list, please send an email with ‘Unsubscribe’ as the subject and your full name and postal address to updates@hendonlabourparty.com

	This e-mail, including attachments, is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail, delete this e-mail and destroy any copies. Any disclosure, reproduction, or use of this information by persons apart from the intended recipient is unauthorized and may be illegal. This e-mail has been checked for viruses, but no liability is accepted for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail. Reproduced from an email sent by Emmanuel de Lange, on behalf of Andrew Dismore MP, both at 79 The Burroughs, NW4 4AX
 


