	[image: image1.jpg]Andrew Dismore MP
Labour Member of Parliament for Hendon

House of Commons, London, SW1A OAA

AndrewDismoreMP@parliament.uk
www.AndrewDismoreMP.com
0208202 2122






	Constituency Report # 28
21st June – 22nd July 2008
      

House of Commons and Westminster
I seem to have been speaking quite a lot in the House of Commons this month!

The main issue on which I have been involved has been emergency legislation, the Criminal Evidence (Witness Anonymity) Bill. Last month, the Law Lords decided that the common law rules relating to witness anonymity in criminal trials could not stand and suggested that parliament should legislate to deal with this. The net result was that a number of very serious criminal trials were at risk, and future protection of witnesses in jeopardy. The Government acted quickly, when the Secretary of State for Justice, Jack Straw MP, made a statement in the House on which I intervened (click here). 

I spoke extensively during debates on the Bill, to support it, on Second Reading and on Committee stage (click here). 

I also spoke in the debate to renew the existing 28 day maximum limit for pre-charge detention, which has got somewhat overtaken by the arguments for “42 days” (click here); and I briefly intervened in the debate to deproscribe an Iranian resistance group, PMOI, as a consequence of a decision of the courts (click here).

I intervened on the statement on the draft Equalities Bill, particularly on the issue of age discrimination (click here). 

I spoke in the debate to proscribe Hezbollah (click here), suggesting that the banning order should go further, though welcoming it as far as it went.

I welcomed the government sponsored amendment in the House of Lords to the Health & Social Care Bill, to include care homes within the protection of the Human Rights Act (click here). There was a major outcry about this as a consequence of a case known as the “YL” case, which decided that private and voluntary sector care homes were not covered by the Act. This has now been corrected. 

I also spoke in the debate on listing buildings for architectural or historical merit with reference to buildings in Hendon (click here). 

The Joint Select Committee on Human Rights (JCHR), which I chair, has as usual been very active. We produced an emergency report on the issue of witness anonymity, supporting the Bill and suggesting some improvements to it (click here for Committee website).
We are now well into taking evidence for our new inquiry, on the right to protest and policing. We held a mini-conference, following up our report last year, on the treatment of asylum seekers.

Much of our work over the last 12 months has been taking evidence and producing a report on the issue of a Bill of Rights for the Untied Kingdom, which has now been concluded and I expect to see the report published shortly.

As usual, we had a number of foreign visitors interested in our committee work, and I met delegations from Turkmenistan, Mexico and Nepal, and I was also interviewed on behalf of a research project for University College London.

I am embarking on a new campaign, over Holocaust restitution. As you may be aware, several years ago I was instrumental in achieving the new procedure to ensure that those who had lost art works at the hands of the Nazis should be able to reclaim their ownership, but some loopholes in the law have been found, which prevent certain museums and galleries from restoring art works to their rightful owners. I have kicked off the campaign with a series of parliamentary questions.

I attended the reception and annual general meeting of the Occupational Health & Safety All-Party Group, where I was re-elected as vice-chair; and I was re-elected as the chair of the All-Party Chinese in Britain Group.

I met with the independent review group, looking at the reconfiguration of the Barnet & Chase Farm Hospitals, who are expected to report over the summer. I attended a briefing by the Chief Constable in charge of Operation Pentameter 2, the recent police operation against people trafficking and I intervened briefly on the debate on this issue (click here).
I met with the teachers’ union NASUWT, and attended the All-Party Parliamentary Group for Tribal Peoples, who are particularly concerned about encroachment on tribal lands in Brazil. 

I attended a briefing by the Refugee Council, chaired a meeting of the Fire Brigade Union Group and attended the War Graves Group meeting.

I attended receptions organised by Age Concern; and the United States’ Democrats Abroad, in support of their presidential candidate.

I spoke at the Commons meeting organised by the Cypriot community. 

The President of Nigeria, President Yar’Adua, came to Parliament and I questioned him over Nigeria’s views towards bio-fuels and Zimbabwe.

Finally, last but by no means least, the All-Party Cricket Group had Geoffrey Boycott as its after-dinner speaker: it was very entertaining, and it was a real treat to meet a Yorkshire boyhood hero!



Round and About in London 

I spoke (in Greek) at the annual demonstration and rally organised by the Cypriot community, against the continued occupation of north Cyprus by Turkey.

I attended the Chief Rabbi’s reception to thank those of us engaged in work against anti-Semitism. 

I was invited to lunch by the Portuguese Ambassador. 



Constituency 
I am now well into my annual round of “walkabout” formal inspections of the main housing estates in the constituency, which is a real opportunity to look in depth at various problems that need addressing with council officers, Barnet Homes and the police. So far, I have inspected Spur Road / Stonegrove; Broadfields; Fairmead and Harcourt; West Hendon; Fosters; and Belle Vue. 

Click here to read my Broadfields Estate inspection report.

Click here to read my Spur Road & Stonegrove Estate inspection report.

I met Barnet Chase Farm Hospitals’ Director of Nursing to hear about progress on infection control and improving care standards; I attended the Barnet Chase Farm Hospitals’ staff awards ceremony.

I attended the Mill Hill Safer Neighbourhood Team open day; and also visited the Mill Hill Garden and Allotment Society garden party.

I was present at the induction of the new vicar at St Andrew’s Church, Edgware; and briefly visited the International Gospel Church in Burnt Oak.

I attended the fundraiser for Ella and Ridley Jacobs House at Hendon Synagogue.

I attended the protest picnic organised by those objecting to Sanders Lane, Mill Hill being turned into a through road. 

I visited the exhibition organised by the developers of Colindale Hospital, and have expressed concerns over the scale of the development and the height of some of the buildings.

I attended the event to promote Fair Trade at St Margaret’s Church, Edgware.

I was invited to Beaufort Park for the opening of the new road, and I also attended the Cyprus Wine Festival at Alexandra Palace.

I was present at the opening of the new outdoor classroom at Dollis Junior School, in honour of former head Derek Heasman.

I held a report back meeting at my constituency office with the theme of education.

Finally, I was pleased to welcome to the constituency, Jim Knight MP, the schools minister, for a meeting with Hendon headteachers. This was a long-awaited meeting, to discuss a number of issues of concern to heads, and I was grateful to Hasmonean Girls High School for hosting the event.



Media
There were fewer media appearances this month than usual, but these included quotations in the Daily Express, over the extradition of Abu Hamza, who I have long campaigned to see removed from the country. 

I was also extensively quoted, criticising a “celebration” of one of the perpetrators of the 7th July attacks in London, in the Evening Standard, London Lite, Metro and I also appeared on BBC London.

I have also had a letter published in The Times, on prisons reform.


Updates
Reports and updates published since my last report include: 
· NHS eUpdate 14/6 – Polyclinics
· Jewish Community eUpdate 17/3 – Banning of Hezbollah
· Jewish Community eUpdate 17/2 – Tour of Parliament
· Muslim Community eUpdate 11/1 – Islamic Finance
Please feel free to look up any you feel of interest on my website www.andrewdismoremp.com – if you’d like to be added to the mailing lists for any of these subjects, please email: updates@hendonlabourparty.com.


Support

In response to these monthly updates, quite a few people have replied, asking how they can get involved in my campaigning work, or make a donation to support the costs of what I do, or join the Labour Party. If you are interested in any of these please click here and I’ll get back to you, on how you can help!

 



Facebook

I’ve set up a profile on Facebook!  To add me to your profile, please search ‘Andrew Dismore’ on www.facebook.com.



 

I would be very interested to hear any feedback on the issues raised in this report. I have now started a series of occasional meetings for constituents, on Sunday afternoons, to receive feedback, both from these reports and more generally on what is going on in and around the constituency. Please let me know if you would like to have invitations to such events, which will be held at my constituency office next to the Town Hall in Hendon. To register your interest, email me with your name and address; just click here.
 

I hope that you have found this report of interest, and if you would like to receive my specific subject based reports just click here. If you have any comments, please do not hesitate to let me know by emailing me at updates@hendonlabourparty.com.

 

If you have any friends or neighbours in Hendon who might be interested in this report, please feel free to send it to them. If they would like to be added to my email list please ask them to email updates@hendonlabourparty.com.



	Yours sincerely
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Andrew Dismore
Member of Parliament for Hendon
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