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Website
 

Can I firstly draw your attention to my interactive website www.AndrewDismoreMP.com: on which I am putting a lot of important and useful information, especially in the new and improved “reports” sections. I hope you will find it of interest.

	

Facebook

I’ve recently set up a profile on Facebook!  To add me to your profile, please search ‘Andrew Dismore’ on www.facebook.com.



House of Commons and Westminster

The big event during this reporting period was the Queen’s Speech, setting out the future legislative programme for the next Parliamentary Year. 

The Queen’s Speech contained announcements for more support for working families through the extension of the right to flexible working. The Education and Skills Bill will give opportunities to stay on in education or training until 18. There will be a new Bill for help with affordable housing and another to ensure the NHS meets the individual needs of patients. There will be new measures to help improve services to vulnerable children and improve youth and community facilities, too.

One of the main Bills will be the Climate Change Bill, the first time any Government has legislated for binding targets on climate change. We also expect a Counter-Terrorism Bill which is a matter of great public debate, particularly around the question of pre-charge detention, and the balance between protecting the public and civil liberties. The Criminal Justice and Immigration Bill will promote further measures to deal with anti-social behaviour and reduce crime, with stronger immigration laws. The Constitution Reform Bill will also make a significant difference in the way politics are carried out, with more power being shared across society and in particular, many existing government powers being made subject to approval by Parliament. 

The Joint Committee on Human Rights, which I chair, has continued our work on access to services for adults with learning disabilities: we have now completed our evidence session and we will be working on our report which I expect to publish in the New Year. Our final formal evidence session was with the two Ministers responsible, a transcript is available on our website: www.parliament.uk/jchr. Our last field visit was to Evesham to a charity which works with adults with very severe learning disabilities. We have now started our new inquiry into the issue of a “British Bill of Rights”.
We also had an evidence session with the Human Rights Minister, Michael Wills MP, who also happens to be the Data Protection Minister. This prearranged session occurred immediately after the major problems at Revenue and Customs over the loss of data so we subjected him to quite a heavy cross-examination over data protection. Again, the transcript will shortly be available on our committee website. On this very serious issue, I have issued advice which is available on my own website (click here). 
I also, during Health Question Time, raised the problem of exclusion of care home residents from the protection of the Human Rights Act, due to a court decision of the House of Lords. The Government is committed to resolving this as soon as possible (click here for transcript).
As you may be aware I am also a member of the Standards and Privileges Committee which I rarely report on, as most of our work is conducted privately. However, you may be interested to know that we have just published a very critical report on the Welsh Nationalists, over the misuse of Parliamentary resources for political campaigning during the Welsh Assembly elections last year.

There has been quite a variety of other jobs for me to do at Westminster, too.
I attended the Foreign and Commonwealth Office Conference on Slavery and Trafficking: I chaired the Chinese in Britain All-Party Group meeting with Liam Byrne, the Immigration Minster; I met with the visiting delegation from Cuba, where I questioned them on Cuba’s human rights record.

I chaired the meeting of the FBU Group with the Fire Services Minister, Parmjit Dhanda, to raise a number of issues over the reorganisation of the fire service.

I met with FCO officials to discuss my October visit to Cyprus and brief them on it; and I also chaired a meeting of the Friends of Cyprus group where I reported back to them, too. My report is available on my own website (click here).

I also attended the annual LSE lecture given by a prominent Greek politician, on this occasion the Greek Foreign Minister, Dora Bakoyannis. 

I attended the London Jewish Forum reception at City Hall; and the Diwali celebration at Westminster.

Finally, I took three constituents who were the winners of my Climate Change competition held earlier in the year to meet Hilary Benn MP, the Secretary of State for the Environment, to discuss climate change issues, face-to-face with the man in charge. 
At the end of the last Parliamentary session, our Parliamentary Allowances returns were published: full details of my own allowances are set out on my website (click here). I published my allowances in advance, as I have done for many years.

Lastly, I should report that my House of Commons assistant, Taraneh Farzaneh, has now left for another post, and my new House of Commons assistant is Colette Morris. 


	 



Constituency 
A number of themes emerged this month. 
First and foremost, it was Remembrance Day. Edgware Royal British Legion have given me the honour of being their President, and I attended the Edgware branch parade and march to the War Memorial, followed by the AJEX service at Edgware Synagogue. As I have done for many years, I also took a shift selling poppies in Asda Supermarket, Colindale. 

I attended many Diwali events, as you might expect, including that organised by BAOPA; and I visited the temples at Bhaktividanda Manor, Neasden, and Golders Green, where I was drafted into their pipe band as drum major, as part of the celebrations! (For embarrassing photo, click here).
Hendon Labour Party also had its own combined Diwali and Eid celebration.

I spoke at a meeting of the Burnt Oak Pensioners branch; and visited the sheltered accommodation residents of Hanover Court and Farthing Court, taking up a number of issues on their behalf.

Quite a few school visits this month: I visited St Mary’s High School, Hendon, to see their Black History Month presentation which was very impressive. I spoke to the Sixth Forms at Copthall and London Academy; and I made presentations to my greetings card winners at Deansbrook Junior (Eid) and St Vincent’s (Diwali).

I spoke at a meeting organised by Friends of the Earth on the issue of climate change, which was a very interesting and detailed exchange of views.

I attended the UNISON demonstration organised to support the Fremantle workers.

I had extensive discussions with the Primary Care Trust over the reorganisation of Barnet / Chase Farm Hospital. I met with the staff and the clients of St Joseph’s Pastoral Centre where it was also an opportunity for me to discuss the JCHR inquiry into adults with learning disabilities; I attended the Barnet Education Business Partnership Awards ceremony; and the Pranayam Society meeting at London Academy. I visited Dr Barnado’s, Edgware, for their charity day.
I attended the launch of the Bowel Cancer screening service at University College Hospital; this is a major expansion of screening work by the NHS in our area.

I held a tea party for residents from Mill Hill East.

Last but by no means least, I attended the Jesus House Thanksgiving Service organised for the Prince of Wales and Duchess of Cornwall.


	

	

Media
I appeared in the Guardian and on BBC Radio 4 World at One, commenting on the Queen’s Speech with reference to the counter-terrorism proposals; I appeared on the BBC Radio 4 Westminster Hour programme, discussing the question of Lord Ashcroft’s donations to the Conservative Party. I was quoted in the Daily Express, and appeared on Radio 4 PM, Today and Yesterday in Parliament, on the issue of the loss of data by HMRC. 

	

	

Updates

· Law & Order eUpdate 10/6 – November 07
· Transport eUpdate 6/7 : Roadworks – Bunns Lane, Aerodrome Road, Booth Road – November 07
· British Indian Community Update 8 – Diwali – November 07
· Greek & Cypriot Community Update 4 – Strategic Partnership Agreement between UK & Turkey – November 07
· 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.andrewdismoremp.com/tamilcommunity?PageId=6f198b25-2539-cfe4-999b-da0fdd5b9f07" 

Tamil Community Update 6 – Diwali – November 07

Please feel free to look up any you feel of interest on my website www.andrewdismoremp.com – if you’d like to be added to the mailing lists for any of these subjects, please email: updates@hendonlabourparty.com.



Support

In response to these monthly updates, quite a few people have replied, asking how they can get involved in my campaigning work, or make a donation to support the costs of what I do, or join the Labour Party. If you are interested in any of these please click here and I’ll get back to you, on how you can help!
 



	

 

I would be very interested to hear any feedback on the issues raised in this report. I have now started a series of occasional meetings for constituents, on Sunday afternoons, to receive feedback, both from these reports and more generally on what is going on in and around the constituency. Please let me know if you would like to have invitations to such events, which will be held at my constituency office next to the Town Hall in Hendon. To register your interest, email me with your name and address; just click here.
 

I hope that you have found this report of interest, and if you would like to receive my specific subject based reports, or if you have any comments, please do not hesitate to let me know by emailing me at updates@hendonlabourparty.com.
 

If you have any friends or neighbours in Hendon who might be interested in this report, please feel free to send it to them. If they would like to be added to my email list please ask them to email updates@hendonlabourparty.com.
 

	Best wishes,
Yours sincerely,
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 Andrew Dismore
Member of Parliament for Hendon
 

 

 

	 

 

*****You can find out more at my website –just click here *****
 

	PS.           To join my mailing lists for any of my reports just click here
PPS.         To leave my mailing list, please send an email with ‘Unsubscribe’ as the subject and your full name and postal address to updates@hendonlabourparty.com

	This e-mail, including attachments, is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail, delete this e-mail and destroy any copies. Any disclosure, reproduction, or use of this information by persons apart from the intended recipient is unauthorized and may be illegal. This e-mail has been checked for viruses, but no liability is accepted for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail. Reproduced from an email sent by Emmanuel de Lange, on behalf of Andrew Dismore MP, both at 79 The Burroughs, NW4 4AX


