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	Andrew Dismore
Member of Parliament for Hendon
 

	
	Constituency Report #  16
21st May 2007 – 26th June 2007

	

New Website
 

Can I firstly draw your attention to my new interactive website www.AndrewDismoreMP.com: this is a much improved site, on which I am putting a lot of important and useful information, especially in the new and improved “reports” sections. I hope you will find it of interest and use.

	 



House of Commons and Westminster
 

	In my last report, I wrote of the leadership transition in the Labour Party.  Gordon Brown has been confirmed as leader of the Labour Party and at the time of writing is about to become Prime Minister.  I reported that I was supporting Harriet Harman for the Deputy Leader position: I am pleased to say that Harriet was successful in the election.

For Gordon Brown’s acceptance speech, please see the section on my website on the leadership election click here.

Turning to the floor of the House of Commons, I seem to have done an awful lot of speaking in the last few weeks.

During the report stage of the Local Government Bill, I spoke about problems with the Standards Board, in accordance with the report of the Joint Select Committee on Human Rights, which I chair.  We were concerned that proposals before the House for reforming the Standards Board would mean that they could intrude far more into the private lives of local government councillors.  In response to my contribution the Minister indicated that this would be reviewed as the Bill progressed.  For my speech click here.
 

The Home Secretary made a statement on the problems arising out of control orders, which are not a satisfactory way, in my view, or indeed his, of controlling terror suspects.  I spoke during the short debate after his statement: for my contribution click here.

The Human Rights Committee was granted a major debate on the issue of people trafficking, to consider the report we published last year on this vital subject.  Since then considerable progress has been made, with the publication by the Government of its action plan. As chair of the Committee it was my job to lead the debate, and to set the scene for what turned out to be a very informed and worthwhile discussion in Parliament.  For my speech and the debate click here.

The Minister has agreed to meet with us on a regular basis to follow up progress on this extremely important subject.

The Corporate Manslaughter Bill is still progressing through Parliament, and is now the subject of “ping pong” between the House of Commons and the House of Lords over the one outstanding issue, whether deaths in prisons and police custody should be included within the protection of the Bill.  The Government have made some important concessions which I believe go a long way to satisfying the concerns that I and others have, but the House of Lords is still insisting on a timetable for the extension of the Bill to these types of case. I have considerable sympathy with their point of view and have said so in Parliament.  For my contribution click here.  This issue has to be resolved by the middle of July, otherwise the Bill as a whole will fall.

I was lucky enough to be drawn in the ballot for Prime Minister’s Questions, and raised with the Prime Minster my concerns over the boycott of Israel announced by the University and College Union.  The Prime Minister agreed with my views that the boycott was ill-advised.  For my exchange with the Prime Minister click here.

During the final stages of the Mental Health Bill, I made a series of contributions, over the rights of mental health patients.  I was particularly concerned about the way children are treated within the mental health system and I am pleased that the Government have made some important concessions as to age appropriate treatment.  For my three speeches on the Bill click here.

I also had the opportunity of introducing my own Private Member’s Bill on the interpretation of the Human Rights Act, the Human Rights Act (Meaning of Public Authority) Bill.  Unfortunately there was insufficient time for the Bill to complete its Second Reading, though I am hopeful that after a very bad subsequent judgement of the Law Lords, that the Human Rights Act does not apply to those placed in private sector care homes by local authorities, the Government may look sympathetically at taking over the Bill itself.  This is the subject of ongoing negotiations on which I will report further in future editions of my monthly report.  For my speech explaining the reasons behind the Bill click here.

As the chair of a Select Committee, I am also a member of the powerful Liaison Committee, the committee made up of all the committee chairs.  Twice a year we have the opportunity of questioning the Prime Minister at length.  Tony Blair agreed to have an extra session as his “valedictory” before the committee, where we had one and half hours to question him on his experiences in Government, and the lessons to be learned.  I particularly raised the issue of the importance of evidence based policy making, and the risks of populism.  For my exchanges with the Prime Minister click here.

The Human Rights Committee has also been very busy.  We held an evidence session with the Lord Chancellor, Lord Faulkner and his junior Minister, Baroness Ashton.  We also held a special session with the Attorney General, before he left Government, on the legal issues arising out of conduct of British troops in Iraq, rendition and other similar issues. 

We have now concluded the evidence sessions in relation to our inquiry on the treatment of the elderly in hospitals and care homes.  As part of our inquiry, we spent a day gathering evidence in Barnet, as a field trip.  We visited a private sector care home; a care home in which residents are placed by the local authority; and Barnet and Edgware hospitals.  This was a very informative visit and our findings will be reflected in the report we are preparing.  We also had an evidence session with the Minister responsible for this policy area in the Department of Health, Ivan Lewis MP.

We have now started gathering evidence on our newly opened inquiry into access to services for adults with learning disabilities, with our first evidence session now having taken place.
Information about our various inquiries, transcripts of evidence sessions and reports are all available on the JCHR website, for which click here.

Apart from the formal business of the House, as usual I have attended a large number of informal meetings and briefings.  I attended the Department for International Development launch of their consultation on Aid to India.  I will be placing a report on this on my website, shortly.

I met with Europe Minister Geoff Hoon, to discuss Cyprus.

I also chaired a meeting of the Friends of Cyprus group, with former envoy Lord David Hannay, as speaker.

On the transport front, I met with Metronet, to discuss their difficulties with the tube; and I attended a briefing on progress on the Thameslink project, to modernise the line.

I chaired a meeting of the Fire Brigades Union group; and the London Group of Labour MPs, with Immigration Minister, Liam Byrne.

I hosted a lunch on behalf of the NHS Confederation, to discuss the provision of health services in London.

I attended a meeting organised by the Department of Health, to discuss the new NHS targets for waiting times, a maximum of eighteen weeks from GP referral to hospital operation.  This target is to be met by the end of next year.

I attended a very interesting briefing by Survival, where we had the opportunity of meeting bushmen from the Kalahari, to discuss their recent court victory over the Botswana Government.

I attended a briefing by the Wildlife Trust and the All-Party Bahá’í Group.

I attended the Labour Friends of Israel meeting, to look at the 40th anniversary of the 1967 war, from today’s view point: a very interesting briefing from the editor of the Jerusalem Post.

I attended a briefing at the British Museum, to discuss the question of the Parthenon Sculptures.  

I also met with the British Library, to look at their conservation work.

I met with a visiting delegation of Members of Parliament from Brazil, to discuss the issues of climate change with particular reference to the future of bio-fuels, of which Brazil is the world leader; and the Menezes Case.

I attended the briefing by USDAW, on the role of carers and their problems in employment.

I attended the launch of the CHINA NOW initiative, a series of cultural events being planned for the six months leading up to the Beijing Olympics next year, in my capacity as chair of the All-Party Chinese in Britain Group.

I entertained the two winners of the Cottage Homes charity in Mill Hill, to tea and tour of the House of Commons, which I had offered as an auction prize.

Last but by no means least, I was very pleased to have been a guest of Amnesty International to view their show garden at Chelsea Flower Show!

	 



Constituency 
 

	 As usual, I have been “door knocking” on residents, continuing my calls in Burnt Oak and Edgware of the last month.

I attended the Mayor’s Civic Service at Hendon Reform Synagogue; and the opening concert at the Mill Hill Music Festival.

I was very pleased to accept honorary membership at the Hendon Rotary Club at a recent dinner.

I visited Brent Cross shopping centre, to hear about their environment week.

I attended and spoke (in Greek) at the St. Barnabas Day celebration for the Cypriot community.

I attended St Alphage church summer fair, and Grahame Park fun day.  I was also present at the fund raising concert for Ella and Ridley Jacobs House at Hendon Synagogue.

I attended the Colindale School fundraising fete for a school in Ghana; Barnet Refugee Week; and I also visited Parkfield Junior School to see the new children’s centre and to hear about their redevelopment plans, which are for the building of a whole new school on the site, financed by the Government.

I met with the Metropolitan Police Borough Commander at one of my regular police update meetings; and I have published a separate report on this.  To read it click here.

I also had a meeting with the local Safer Neighbourhood Team in Burnt Oak, who are working with the RSPCA on providing microchips for dogs; but more importantly the discuss the disused football pitches in Pavilion Way.  I think it is a disgrace that the Council has not brought these back into use after so long.

I also met with Charles Hollwey, Chief Executive at Barnet Primary Care Trust, to discuss the consultation over the proposed changes and Barnet and Chase Farm Hospitals: I expressed my serious concerns over the method of consultation and the options to be presented.

Finally, I attended the stone setting for Alan Sennit, who was murdered in America last year, and who stood for the Labour Party in the local elections in 2006.

I have published a range of reports this month, but not as many as usual, due a serious computer failure which I am pleased to say has now been rectified!

The reports I have published include: 

· Spur Road/Stonegrove Estate consultation click here
· Fosters Estate consultation click here
· Belle Vue Estate consultation click here
· Broadfields Estate consultation click here
And e-updates on:

· Jewish community click here
· Local policing issues click here
· Local environment matters click here

	 



Media
 

	I appeared on Radio 4’s World at One, to debate the issue of control orders; and on Today in Parliament twice, over my Human Rights Bill (see above) and on our session with the Attorney General (also see above).

I was quoted in the Evening Standard and the Guardian over excessive Barristers’ fees from legal aid; I was also quoted in the Standard on the London priorities for Gordon Brown. 

I received extensive coverage over the issue of human rights for the elderly, and my Human Rights Bill, including in the Daily Express, Guardian Unlimited and Independent, as well as being quoted in a large number of specialist journals dealing with human rights and care issues.

The full range of press releases I have issued in the local and specialist press can be viewing by clicking here.



	

Support
In response to these monthly updates, quite a few people have responded, asking how they can get involved in my campaigning work, or make a donation to support the costs of what I do, or join the Labour Party. If you are interested in any of these please click here and I’ll get back to you, on how you can help!
 

	

 

I would be very interested to hear any feedback on the issues raised in this report. I have now started a series of occasional meetings for constituents, on Sunday afternoons, to receive feedback, both from these reports and more generally on what is going on in and around the constituency. Please let me know if you would like to have invitations to such events, which will be held at my constituency office next to the Town Hall in Hendon. To register your interest, email me with your name and address; just click here.
 

I hope that you have found this report of interest, and if you would like to receive my specific subject based reports just click here. If you have any comments, please do not hesitate to let me know by emailing me at updates@hendonlabourparty.com.
 

If you have any friends or neighbours in Hendon who might be interested in this report, please feel free to send it to them. If they would like to be added to my email list please ask them to email updates@hendonlabourparty.com.
 

	Best wishes,
Yours sincerely,
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 Andrew Dismore
Member of Parliament for Hendon
 

 

 

	 

 

*****You can find out more at my website –just click here *****
 

	PS.           To join my mailing lists for any of my reports just click here
PPS.         To leave my mailing list, please send an email with ‘Unsubscribe’ as the subject and your full name and postal address to updates@hendonlabourparty.com

	This e-mail, including attachments, is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail, delete this e-mail and destroy any copies. Any disclosure, reproduction, or use of this information by persons apart from the intended recipient is unauthorized and may be illegal. This e-mail has been checked for viruses, but no liability is accepted for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail. Reproduced from an email sent by Adam Dustagheer, on behalf of Andrew Dismore MP, both at 79 The Burroughs, NW4 4AX
 


