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	Andrew Dismore
Member of Parliament for Hendon
 

	
	Constituency Report #  18
24th July – 23rd August


	

Website
 

Can I firstly draw your attention to my interactive website www.AndrewDismoreMP.com: this is a much improved site, on which I am putting a lot of important and useful information, especially in the new and improved “reports” sections. I hope you will find it of interest and use.

	 



House of Commons and Westminster
 

	Although the Commons is now in Summer recess, I seem to be just as busy!
In the last week before the summer break, I raised the reconfiguration of Barnet and Chase Farm Hospital during Health Minister’s question time. I was given a clear assurance that any changes would only take place, after new and alternative facilities were established (for more on this, see below). (Click here) for my exchange with the Minister.

I also spoke in response to the tirade mounted by George Galloway MP in the debate which led to his suspension. He mounted a personal attack on the members of the Standards and Privileges Committee, amongst other things calling me a “fanatical supporter of Israel”. For my speech, (click here). I believe the Speaker was correct to ‘name’ him, which means that he is suspended over the Summer recess, in addition to his suspension imposed from the start of the Autumn session as a result of our report, accepted by the House of Commons. 

Before the recess, the London Group of Labour MPs, which I chair, met with Sir Ian Blair, Metropolitan Police Commissioner, to discuss policing issues, both London-wide and in our own constituencies. 

I also met with Transport Minister Tom Harris MP, to discuss the £5.5billion investment, just announced, for the Thameslink rail service. 
During the recess, the Joint Committee on Human Rights, which I chair, has published no less than three reports! Our first on Counter-Terrorism policy, was widely reported but only from the aspect of pre-charge detention. In fact, our report dealt with rather more than this, including several suggestions as to how terrorist suspects could more easily be brought to justice. I wrote an article for “The Guardian unlimited” which summarises our findings – click (here) for this, or (here) for the full report.

Our second report was on the changes to the Immigration Rules for Highly Skilled Migrants. These, we found, to be unfair in their retrospective application. I again wrote for the Guardian unlimited (click here) for this piece; and (here) for the full report. 

Our third report was on the Human Rights of the elderly in hospitals and care homes, which received huge publicity. We recommended a major culture change was needed in the NHS, with detailed proposals covering education, training, hospital discharge rules, and care homes amongst many others. For my summary in the Guardian unlimited, (click here) and for the full report, (click here).



	 



Constituency 
 

	A lot of the time over the last few weeks has been spent on local issues, with my formal estate inspections on the North Road estate; Burnt Oak; Spur Road/Stonegrove; Broadfields; Fosters; and Grahame Park. I also met Choices for Grahame Park, for an update on the regeneration scheme. I am following up many issues on behalf of residents, identified on these visits.
I also attended the exhibition on the regeneration, held for Spur Road/Stonegrove residents. For my reports on each of these estates, (click here).

I’ve put a lot of work into the Chase Farm/Barnet reconfiguration issue. I have had extensive correspondence with the Chief Executive of Barnet Primary Care Trust: for his additional brief (click here). I attended the PCT’s Consultation meeting on these issues, and Barnet 55+’s meeting on the subject.

I held my own ‘end of term report back’ meeting at my constituency office, which was well attended, and I am preparing a report back for those who attended on a number of issues that came up.

I also attended the Council’s Residents’ Forum meeting for Hendon, where much of the discussion focussed on the Council’s failure to address the Watling Avenue ‘cages’, in Burnt Oak; their neglect of West Hendon, and the Spur Road/Stonegrove regeneration’s impact on neighbouring areas.

I met with Barnet Council’s Chief Executive, to discuss a range of issues.

I visited the Hindu Summer School, at Bishop Douglas School. 
I met up with the children attending the ‘Big Wild Read’ at Burnt Oak Library, the nationwide Summer reading scheme, which is going very well. I presented some books to the library, to support the scheme.

And of course, recess is a good time for calling on residents. I’ve been out and about, knocking on doors in Colindale, Burnt Oak, West Hendon, Hendon and Edgware, over the last few weeks. 

I have published the usual range of reports this month, including:

· British Indian eUpdate 7/3: 60th Anniversary of independence; Highly Skilled Migrant Programme (click here).
· Law & Order eUpdate 10/3: Drugs and dogs (click here).
· Animal Welfare eUpdate 4/3: Dangerous dogs (click here).
· Muslim Community issues eUpdate 8/2: Pakistan’s 60th anniversary; Counter-terrorism human rights report (click here).
· Pensioners eUpdate 9/1 (click here).
· Chinese Community eUpdate: Highly Skilled Migrant Programme (click here).
· African Community eUpdate: Highly Skilled Migrant Programme (click here)
· Health eUpdate 14/3: Local NHS response to my detailed questions on the Barnet/Chase Farm reconfiguration (click here).
· Transport eUpdate 6/5: Thameslink upgrade; Edgware Bus Station progress; Northern Line Station upgrades and CCTV (click here).


	 



Media
 

	I received extensive coverage, over our human rights committee reports, with appearances on Radio 4’s flagship ‘Today’ programme, four weeks in a row!
I also appeared extensively on ITN, Channel 4, Channel 5, Sky, BBC 24 and GMTV, Radio 5, BBC Radio News, IRN and a number of regional and independent radio stations.

I was extensively quoted in the national press, too, including the Guardian, Telegraph, Express, Independent,Times, Standard, Metro and the Observer on Sunday.

Our HSMP report went ‘global’, with appearances as far apart as CNN India and Al Jazera!

I also received coverage of comments I made on the prospect of an early election (Standard) and extremism (Sun and Daily Mail).

I appeared on IRN stations, commenting on the need to allow Iraqi interpreters working with the British Army to have asylum in the UK.

I commented in the Express, on the case of Abu Hamza, and the importance of taking steps to remove his UK nationality.
I was quoted in the Jewish Chronicle on the ‘Galloway issue’; and I wrote an article for Jewish News on anti-Semitism and the far right. I also appeared in Jewish News, criticising the Foreign Affairs Committee report on the Middle East.
Finally, I appeared on Radio 5 live, regional radio and the ‘Today’ programme – (the fourth time in a month), on the murder of Philip Lawrence.

	

Support
In response to these monthly updates, quite a few people have responded, asking how they can get involved in my campaigning work, or make a donation to support the costs of what I do, or join the Labour Party. If you are interested in any of these please click here and I’ll get back to you, on how you can help!
 

	

 

I would be very interested to hear any feedback on the issues raised in this report. I have now started a series of occasional meetings for constituents, on Sunday afternoons, to receive feedback, both from these reports and more generally on what is going on in and around the constituency. Please let me know if you would like to have invitations to such events, which will be held at my constituency office next to the Town Hall in Hendon. To register your interest, email me with your name and address; just click here.
 

I hope that you have found this report of interest, and if you would like to receive my specific subject based reports just click here. If you have any comments, please do not hesitate to let me know by emailing me at updates@hendonlabourparty.com.
 

If you have any friends or neighbours in Hendon who might be interested in this report, please feel free to send it to them. If they would like to be added to my email list please ask them to email updates@hendonlabourparty.com.
 

	Best wishes,
Yours sincerely,
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 Andrew Dismore
Member of Parliament for Hendon
 

 

 

	 

 

*****You can find out more at my website –just click here *****
 

	PS.           To join my mailing lists for any of my reports just click here
PPS.         To leave my mailing list, please send an email with ‘Unsubscribe’ as the subject and your full name and postal address to updates@hendonlabourparty.com

	This e-mail, including attachments, is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail, delete this e-mail and destroy any copies. Any disclosure, reproduction, or use of this information by persons apart from the intended recipient is unauthorized and may be illegal. This e-mail has been checked for viruses, but no liability is accepted for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail. Reproduced from an email sent by Neil Ketchley, on behalf of Andrew Dismore MP, both at 79 The Burroughs, NW4 4AX
 


