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	Andrew Dismore
Member of Parliament for Hendon
 

	
	Constituency Report # 22
28th November – 19th December 2007 
Slightly under a month, this time; due to the Christmas break!

Can I wish you the compliments of the season and a happy New Year, 2008.



	

Website & Facebook
 

Can I firstly draw your attention to my interactive website www.AndrewDismoreMP.com: on which I am putting a lot of important and useful information, especially in the new and improved “reports” sections. I hope you will find it of interest. I’ve also recently set up a profile on Facebook!  To add me to your profile, please search ‘Andrew Dismore’ on www.facebook.com.

	

House of Commons and Westminster

I seem to have been doing a lot of speaking recently, both in the House of Commons and outside!

I led a debate on the treatment of asylum seekers, following the report of the Joint Committee on Human Rights (which I chair) earlier in the year. This report is not about who is or is not entitled to stay in Britain, but about how the system is run – we found some pretty bad examples (click here for Hansard of the debate). 
I secured the 10 minute rule motion, to start the process again for my Human Rights (Interpretation) Bill, which ran out of time in the last session. This Bill aims to correct the anomaly created by the Law Lords  when they ruled (in a case known as ‘YL’) that residents in private care homes are not protected by the Human Rights Act, for example against unfair eviction or home closures (click here for my speech). 
I also re-presented my Crown Employment (Nationality) Bill – for the 6th time! – aimed at correcting some ridiculous anomalies in the recruitment rules for the Civil Service. Each time, it’s been blocked by Conservative MPs, though last year it nearly made it all the way through, falling at the last lap, due to time constraints. I don’t give up!

As a member of the powerful Liaison Committee (the committee of senior MPs), I took part in the first evidence session with the new Prime Minister, lasting 2 ½ hours. I particularly asked him about various aspects of the plans for a Bill of Rights (transcript of evidence session – click here).
I was also called by the Speaker, during the more traditional PMQs on Wednesdays. As this was the start of Chanukah, I asked him about the contribution of Jewish people to UK society (click here).

I don’t often report on the work of the Standards and Privileges Committee, on which I also serve, the Commons ‘police force’ for MPs’ conduct. I would like to mark though, the end of the term of office of the Parliamentary Commissioner for Standards, Sir Philip Mawer, who has done an excellent job, fairly but firmly, in the way he has investigated complaints and reported to us.

The Joint Committee on Human Rights has been very busy, with evidence sessions on counter-terrorism and the Bill of Rights debate. We published our report on the Government’s plans to extend the period of pre-charge detention in terrorism cases, (click here for the report) which received considerable publicity. Our evidence session transcripts are also shown on the committee website (click here).

Other speaking engagements included a speech on Human Rights Day to the League of Jewish Women, on the treatment of the elderly; and at the Equality and Diversity Forum, a high-powered group of NGO representatives, about the work of the JCHR.

There was a series of Chanukah events, which I attended, including the Speaker’s ceremony, in his state apartments, conducted by the Chief Rabbi; and the London Mayor’s, in Trafalgar Square.

I held meetings with the Europe minister, Jim Murphy MP, to discuss Cyprus; and the Foreign Secretary David Milliband MP, to discuss the Middle East, post the Annapolis conference.

I attended the Anglo-Israel Association dinner, BICOM party, and the LFI lunch with distinguished journalist Jonathan Friedland. I spoke at the reception for the Chaverim Youth and met with the delegation from Morphou, Cyprus.

I attended as Vice-Chair, the All-Party Occupational Health Group, and met with the GMB union and Group 4 to discuss the problem of attacks on security guards.

I spoke at a meeting organised by a number of NGOs on prison reform, with particular reference to the problems facing the families of prisoners.

I attended ‘Liberty’s’ annual awards ceremony. I chaired the Fire Brigades Union Group meeting, particularly looking at the issues arising from recent deaths of firefighters on duty.

And I entertained to tea, the winner of the Diwali card design competition and her parents, from St Vincent’s Primary, Mill Hill.



	 



Constituency 
I visited Courtland School (Christmas card) and Mathilda Marks-Kennedy School (Chanukah card) to present certificates in my card design competition, to the winners.

I held a lively Q & A session with St James’ 6th Form. 

I met with the Chief Executive of Barnet Primary Care Trust and hospital campaigners, to discuss the hospital reorganisation at Chase Farm; and how this creates new opportunities to develop services at Edgware Hospital – I have written about this in my Hendon Times column.

I spoke at Middlesex University Law Society about human rights law. I held a tea party at St Margaret’s Church Hall, for Edgware residents to meet with me.

I attended the service at and opening of the new crypt at St Paul’s Church, Mill Hill, by the Bishop of Edmonton.

I met with Brent Cross management, to discuss their plans to expand the centre; and to get up to date on trading conditions and the economy, from the retail point of view.

I attended the Chanukah candle lighting by the Prince of Wales at Hendon Hall Hotel.
I am keeping up the pressure on the Council over the issues of the Watling Avenue ‘cages’, the Pavilion Way fields, and the West Hendon and Spur Road regenerations.



	

	

Media (national and regional)
In relation to pre-charge detention in terrorist cases, I appeared on GMTV, Sky, and BBC TV news, ITN, LBC and the World at One, Radio 4, and was quoted in the Guardian (on two occasions) and the Independent.

I appeared on Radio 4 PM, about anti-semitism (also in the Jewish Chronicle, twice); and on C4 news about the Electoral Commission. I also appeared on C4 news about fire service safety.

I had a lengthy feature in Jewish News, about the overdue decision of the MCB to end their boycott of Holocaust Memorial Day.

I appeared on R4 Today and Yesterday In Parliament, over the data protection issue, and in the Daily Express and BBC News on the same issue.



	

	

Updates

· Environment and Planning eUpdate 10/6 – Watling Avenue Cages
· Transport eUpdate 6/8 – Pedestrian crossings over the A1, Great North Way
· Jewish Community Update 15 – Happy Chanukah!
Please feel free to look up any you feel of interest on my website www.andrewdismoremp.com – if you’d like to be added to the mailing lists for any of these subjects, please email: updates@hendonlabourparty.com.



Support

In response to these monthly updates, quite a few people have replied, asking how they can get involved in my campaigning work, or make a donation to support the costs of what I do, or join the Labour Party. If you are interested in any of these please click here and I’ll get back to you, on how you can help!
 



	

 

I would be very interested to hear any feedback on the issues raised in this report. I have now started a series of occasional meetings for constituents, on Sunday afternoons, to receive feedback, both from these reports and more generally on what is going on in and around the constituency. Please let me know if you would like to have invitations to such events, which will be held at my constituency office next to the Town Hall in Hendon. To register your interest, email me with your name and address; just click here.
 

I hope that you have found this report of interest, and if you would like to receive my specific subject based reports, or if you have any comments, please do not hesitate to let me know by emailing me at updates@hendonlabourparty.com.
 

If you have any friends or neighbours in Hendon who might be interested in this report, please feel free to send it to them. If they would like to be added to my email list please ask them to email updates@hendonlabourparty.com.
 

	Best wishes,
Yours sincerely,
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 Andrew Dismore
Member of Parliament for Hendon
 

 

 

	 

 

*****You can find out more at my website –just click here *****
 

	PS.           To join my mailing lists for any of my reports just click here
PPS.         To leave my mailing list, please send an email with ‘Unsubscribe’ as the subject and your full name and postal address to updates@hendonlabourparty.com

	This e-mail, including attachments, is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail, delete this e-mail and destroy any copies. Any disclosure, reproduction, or use of this information by persons apart from the intended recipient is unauthorized and may be illegal. This e-mail has been checked for viruses, but no liability is accepted for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail. Reproduced from an email sent by Emmanuel de Lange, on behalf of Andrew Dismore MP, both at 79 The Burroughs, NW4 4AX


