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Website
 

Can I firstly draw your attention to my interactive website www.AndrewDismoreMP.com: on which I am putting a lot of important and useful information, especially in the new and improved “reports” sections. I hope you will find it of interest.


House of Commons and Westminster
Much of my time over the last month has been involved with the Counter-Terrorism Bill. We had two days debate on the report stage of the Bill and Third Reading. I made four speeches in total, including on the issue of post-charge questioning (click here); control orders (click here); and the proposal for special coroners’ inquests (click here).

All these are important issues contained in the Bill, but have taken second place to the widely publicised proposal, to extend the maximum period of pre-charge detention to 42 days. I spoke against this proposal, and was one of the leading “rebels” when the votes came. 

In my view, the Government has not made out its case for the need to go beyond the existing 28 day maximum; we now have experience of the existing 28 day period working effectively; and the safeguards, such as the involvement of Parliament against arbitrary use of the power, are inadequate. There are a series of other alternatives to pre-charge detention which form a comprehensive package to cover most eventualities; there is already power in the case of an extreme emergency threatening the life of the nation to disapply the right to liberty (I proposed an unsuccessful amendment to codify this); and I believe that the proposal would not make us any safer from terrorism, and indeed could make things worse. My full arguments are set out in my speech (click here). 

The Bill has completed its House of Commons stages, and now goes to the House of Lords, where I suspect it will face further heavy amendment. 

I also participated in the debate which was called to celebrate the 60th Anniversary of the State of Israel (click here). I particularly highlighted the position of Jewish refugees from Arab states after the 1948 war and subsequently. 

I also spoke in support of the Private Member’s Bill, to increase penalties for health and safety offences. I made a series of interventions on the detail, and spoke in support of the Bill on its Third Reading (click here).

Finally, during this period, we considered the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Bill. I supported the Government’s position on this. 

The Joint Select Committee on Human Rights (JCHR), which I chair, has completed taking evidence on our inquiry into a British Bill of Rights, with our last evidence session being with the Justice Secretary, Jack Straw MP, and his minister, Michael Wills MP. We are now working on our detailed report, which I expect will be published at the end of next month. 
We are now about to start our new inquiry into the issue of policing and protest.
As you would expect, there were a lot of meetings and discussions around the “42 day” issue, and I had conversations with the Prime Minister, Jack Straw MP, the Secretary of State for Justice, Jacqui Smith MP, the Home Secretary, and of course the Chief Whip. I spoke at a meeting organised by Liberty, before the key debate, to brief MPs on the issues. 

As usual, as chair of the JCHR, I have a number of additional duties, for example receiving foreign delegations who are interested in our work. I met a delegation of Tajik MPs, for example. I also gave a lecture to visitors from the University of Miami and to visiting parliamentarians attending a two week seminar organised by the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association.
Other foreign visitors to the House I met include Jacob Zuma, the president of South Africa’s ruling party the ANC, and the man widely tipped to be the next President of South Africa. We discussed a number of issues, including the need for action on Zimbabwe. 

I also met with the Dalai Lama.

I chaired a meeting of the Chinese in Britain All-Party Group, with officers of the Chinatown Unit of the Metropolitan Police; I attended the Friends of Cyprus meeting; and met with the Health & Safety Executive and representatives of the British Team for the 2008 Olympics. I attended a reception of the Fabian Society as part of Refugee Week. I also attended the All-Party Parliamentary Group on behalf of Tribal Peoples.
I’ve also asked a full range of Parliamentary Questions (click here) and supported a wide range of Early Day Motions (click here). 



 

Round and About in London 

As well as meetings in parliament, other activities around Westminster included organising a visit to Chinatown for the Immigration Minister, Liam Byrne MP, to meet with those engaged in the catering trade to hear about their particular problems, in the light of the proposed changes to migration law and the introduction of the points-based system. It was very interesting to take Liam round the kitchens of a Chinese restaurant!

I also attended the Dragon Boat Race Festival, where Spectrum Radio presented me with an award in recognition of my work on behalf of the Chinese Community. 

I spoke at a roundtable seminar on the issue of pleural plaques, an asbestos related illness, compensation for which has recently been blocked by the House of Lords. 

I attended the Board of Deputies’ reception for the 60th Anniversary of the State of Israel; the opening of the new Cyprus High Commission offices; and the address given by UN General Secretary, Ban Ki-moon, to the UN Association. I also met with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Alistair Darling MP, at No.11 Downing Street to talk about issues relating to the economy. 
 



Constituency 
I attended a wide variety of constituency events, including the Mill Hill Preservation Society AGM, where we discussed the issue of the Council’s plan to turn Sanders Lane, a country footpath, into a main road.
I have since visited the site with local campaigners and attended their campaign launch against this rather bizarre plan. I am fully supporting residents in their campaign against this council proposal. 

I also held a “walkabout” on the former Inglis Barracks site with the police, when they brought to my attention the considerable neglect of the estate by Notting Hill Housing Trust. I am taking up a series of issues which were raised from the visit, as I am very concerned about the conditions in which people have been left to live.

I attended the Grahame Park fun day, Ayesha Muslim School fund raising event, and Barnet Multicultural Day, at the Algernon Road Multicultural Centre.

I visited Mill Hill East Church organisers and paid a visit to the Buddhist Temple in Colindale, to discuss with them the consequences of Cyclone Nargis and the appalling response of the Burmese junta. 
I met with the Chair and Chief Executive of Barnet Primary Care Trust, to discuss developments in the local health service, with particular reference to the additional investment in access to GP services. 

I toured the new flood defences, which have recently been completed by the Environment Agency, with a multimillion pound grant from the Government. This should significantly improve protection against flooding for people particularly in Edgware.

I visited the new development on the corner of Sterling Avenue, as part of the redevelopment of the Spur Road / Stonegrove estate. The new properties seem to have been built to a very high standard. 

I visited Ash Close, to meet with Livability (formerly John Groom) representatives. I attended the Edgware District Reform Synagogue service and the Watling Community Association open day. 
I was present at the opening of Yavneh College by Ed Balls MP, the Secretary of State for Children, Schools & Families. I also met with the new rabbi at Edgware United Synagogue. 
Finally, I attended the rededication of St Paul’s Church, Mill Hill, by the Bishop of London, after their major works and the building of the new Wilberforce Centre. 

I attended the Mill Hill Garden and Allotment Society garden party.



Media
There were many media appearances this period (primarily to do with “42 days”, but not exclusively). 

I appeared a number of times on Radio 5 Live; Sky TV; BBC and ITV news; Radio 4’s Today programme and World Tonight; and Newsnight. I appeared on Today in Parliament on four occasions, to do with the “42 days” issue, on the question of inquests; and on health and safety issues. I also participated in their general discussion on “rebellions”. 

I also appeared on Channel 4 news on the 42 day issue. 

Turning to newspapers, I received considerable coverage in the national press, including favourable comment in the Observer, two stories in the Guardian and the Independent and I was also reported in The Times, The Telegraph, the Morning Star, the Evening Standard and a host of regional papers. 

I appeared in the Jewish Chronicle reporting my speech on security in schools. 

I was quoted in the Daily Express, over the conduct of Abu Hamza’s solicitors. 


Updates

Reports and updates published since my last report include: 
· Environment & planning eUpdate 12/1: Climate Change Bill Progress
· Education Update 9: Annual Report
· Transport eUpdate 7/2: Aerodrome Road
· Transport eUpdate 7/3: Northern Line

· International Development eUpdate 7/8: New HIV/AIDS Strategy; Burma Cyclone Update
· International Development eUpdate 7/9: Cluster Munitions

· Muslim Community eUpdate 11: Counter-Terrorism Policy
Please feel free to look up any you feel of interest on my website www.andrewdismoremp.com – if you’d like to be added to the mailing lists for any of these subjects, please email: updates@hendonlabourparty.com.


Support

In response to these monthly updates, quite a few people have replied, asking how they can get involved in my campaigning work, or make a donation to support the costs of what I do, or join the Labour Party. If you are interested in any of these please click here and I’ll get back to you, on how you can help!

 



Facebook

I’ve recently set up a profile on Facebook!  To add me to your profile, please search ‘Andrew Dismore’ on www.facebook.com.



 

I would be very interested to hear any feedback on the issues raised in this report. I have now started a series of occasional meetings for constituents, on Sunday afternoons, to receive feedback, both from these reports and more generally on what is going on in and around the constituency. Please let me know if you would like to have invitations to such events, which will be held at my constituency office next to the Town Hall in Hendon. To register your interest, email me with your name and address; just click here.
 

I hope that you have found this report of interest, and if you would like to receive my specific subject based reports, or if you have any comments, please email me at updates@hendonlabourparty.com.

 

If you have any friends or neighbours in Hendon who might be interested in this report, please feel free to send it to them. If they would like to be added to my email list please ask them to email updates@hendonlabourparty.com.

 

Best wishes,

Yours sincerely,
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Andrew Dismore

Member of Parliament for Hendon

 

 

*****You can find out more at my website –just click here *****
 

PS.           To join my mailing lists for any of my reports just click here
PPS.         To leave my mailing list, please send an email with ‘Unsubscribe’ as the subject and your full name and postal address to updates@hendonlabourparty.com
This e-mail, including attachments, is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail, delete this e-mail and destroy any copies. Any disclosure, reproduction, or use of this information by persons apart from the intended recipient is unauthorized and may be illegal. This e-mail has been checked for viruses, but no liability is accepted for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail. Reproduced from an email sent by Emmanuel de Lange, on behalf of Andrew Dismore MP, both at 79 The Burroughs, NW4 4AX



