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Website
 

Can I firstly draw your attention to my interactive website www.AndrewDismoreMP.com: on which I am putting a lot of important and useful information, especially in the new and improved “reports” sections. I hope you will find it of interest .

	 



House of Commons and Westminster
 

	The most important event over the last month was the change of Prime Minister, from Tony Blair to Gordon Brown.  I was in the House for Tony Blair’s last Prime Minister’s Question Time, where he received a very moving standing ovation from the entire House of Commons, a virtually unprecedented event.

Gordon Brown has now taken over, heralding a series of important policy statements throughout the month, which have been widely reported.

I also seem to have been doing a lot of talking in the House again!  For me, one of the most important developments was the Crown Employment (Nationality) Bill, my second Private Member’s Bill of the session, which was able to achieve a Second Reading and complete its Committee stages, with two sittings, all within the space of a month.  It now returns to the House of Commons in October for Report and Third Reading, where I am hopeful that despite opposition from a handful of Conservative MPs, it will complete its Commons stages and then go to the Lords.
The purpose of this Bill is to open up the Civil Service to competition on merit, whilst reserving about 5% of posts to UK nationals for security reasons.  For my Second Reading speech (click here).
The Corporate Manslaughter Bill has been bogged down in “ping pong” between the Commons and the Lords.  So far we have considered Lords amendment to the Bill on three separate occasions and I spoke on each occasion.  For my three speeches click here.
The Government’s compromise proposals have now been accepted by the 

Lords, and the Bill now goes forward for the formality of Royal Assent.
There have been a number of debates on terrorism in the House.  I spoke on the issue of the extension of the period for pre-charge detention under the Counter-Terrorism legislation (click here); and on the extension of the proscribed list of banned organisations.  I particularly raised the case of Hizb ut Tahrir, pressing for them to be included in the list.  For my speech (click here).

I spoke in the debate on the Israeli missing service personnel (click here); and in the debate on India, briefly (click here).
In previous reports I have mentioned the work of the Joint Committee on Human Rights on the need to ensure that the protection of the Human Rights Act includes all those who receive public services via contracted out or privatised arrangements.  The House of Lords has ruled that such organisations are excluded from the Act, so, for example, those who live in privatised care homes, like in Barnet, are not protected.  I have been running a major campaign with my Human Rights Committee colleagues on this issue. I raised this during business Question Time with the new Secretary of State for Justice (click here) and during his Question Time, too (click here).
One of the most challenging jobs I have had to do over the last month (and indeed over the last four years) has been my membership of the Standards and Privileges Committee, which normally receives very little publicity.  It is our job to “police” the conduct of MPs.  Over the last four years we have held an open inquiry into the conduct of George Galloway MP.  Over the last month we have finalised and published our report on his activities in relation to Iraq.  The report can be viewed on the Select Committee website click here.  It can be seen that we recommended that he should be suspended for eighteen sitting days. The Commons has endorsed our findings, despite his vitriolic response, full and personal abuse and attacks, but without substance. For my comments (click here).
The Human Rights Committee has also been active, in that we have prepared three reports which will be published over the next few weeks and which I will report on in my next update.

We have also received a significant amount of evidence during our current inquiry into services for adults with learning disabilities. For our evidence sessions, visit the Joint Committee on Human Rights website (click here).
We have also been active in the campaign against people trafficking, having recently had a report back meeting with the Minister responsible for this at the Home Office.

We also met with Trevor Philips, the Chair of the new Commission for Equality and Human Rights, informally.

As chair of the JCHR I was also invited to speak at the University College London seminar on the issue of making human rights relevant.
I visited Scotland Yard to meet the head of War Crimes investigations, to press for action over former Nazis who may live in the UK; and in relation to LTTE terrorism.
I also attended a meeting organised by Labour Friends of Israel, to discuss action against the boycott of Israel.
I was re-elected chairman of the Far East Prisoners of War Group.  Or job is to press for justice for those who still have not been compensated, a relatively small number now, of those who were civilian detainees of the Japanese.

I was also re-elected vice-chair of the Occupational Health All Party Group and treasurer of the War Crimes All-Party Group.

There has been a lot of activity around Cyprus this month, with the run up to the annual protests around the anniversary of the Turkish invasion in 1974.  I spoke at the meeting organised in the House of Commons by the Federation of Cypriots; attended an exhibition organised by a constituent, who is a leading Cypriot photographer, of the damage to churches in northern Cyprus; and I made a speech (in Greek) at the annual Trafalgar Square rally. 

I also gave a long interview to Hellenic TV.

The Chinese in Britain Group had its AGM and I was again re-elected chair.  The purpose of the meeting was to discuss political engagement of the Chinese community, and in particular the new initiative to engage British born Chinese.

I also attended a meeting organised by the All-Party China Group with Will Hutton, the eminent journalist and author, who gave a fascinating talk on the new edition of his book about China, and the impact of China and the Chinese economy on the world.

I attended the receptions organised by the Ramblers Association, and the NASUWT union.

I organised a meeting at the House of Commons for Labour Party members from Chipping Barnet and Hendon, where the guest speaker was Dennis Skinner MP.  As an additional bonus, I was able to invite those attending to the Parliamentary Labour Party reception for Tony Blair and Gordon Brown, to mark the handover.  All our members had the opportunity to meet both former and current Prime Ministers, personally.
I have sponsored and signed the usual full range of Early Day Motions click here.
I have also asked many written Parliamentary Questions click here.

	 



Constituency 
 

	As usual, my “door knocking” activities have continued, mainly again in Burnt Oak and Edgware over the last month.

I visited Dollis Junior and St. Mary’s and St. John’s Junior and Infant Schools.
I held a tea party for residents in Colindale at St. Matthias church hall.
I attended the launch of the Safer Transport Team, at the Metropolitan Police Training Centre, the Peel Centre.  I was very surprised to see that the Conservative GLA member opposed the new Safer Transport Team, as this is providing 18 extra officers to patrol transport hubs like Edgware station and the bus network.  I believe it is a very welcome initiative.

I met with Yad Vashem, to discuss their scheme to commemorate victims of the Holocaust.  I have agreed to support the memory of a Greek MP who was killed by the Nazis, as my contribution to this.  I am attempting to get wider publicity and in particular to ensure that the other MP victims they have identified see their memory commemorated by other MPs in our parliament.

I attended the AJEX reception and view of the AJEX museum by the Duke of Gloucester.

I met with the Chief Executive of Three Valleys Water, to discuss issues including water mains replacement, water leaks and low water pressure.

I attended the Barnet Homes housing festival at Copthall Stadium.

I attended the Mill Hill Preservation Society summer meeting, to answer questions from residents.

I was a judge at the London Schools Fashion Show (luckily there were people actually knew what they were doing as my fellow judges!).  Congratulations to Hendon School, who were even to my untutored eye far and away the best; congratulations also to Copthall School who produced a wonderful performance, as did Dollis Junior and Mill Hill County.

I was pleased to be invited to the annual Chinese Dragon Boat festival on the Thames, which was an occasion for me to meet up with representatives from the Chinese community.

I also met with the Chair of Barnet PCT, to discuss the planned reconfiguration of acute services.

I started my round of annual formal inspections of our larger housing estates in Hendon, with visits to West Hendon, Fosters and Belle Vue estates.  I will be visiting the remainder over the next couple of weeks.  This is a real opportunity to “take stock”, and review what work needs to be done to improve the conditions on the estates.

Finally, I was able to take some time out to campaign in the Southall by-election, where I was very pleased to see the Labour candidate Virenda Sharma, elected.

I published the usual range of reports this month, including:
· Health eUpdate: Barnet and Chase Farm Reconfiguration; Professor Sir Ara Darzi’s report on London Hospitals; New Secretary of State for Health, Alan Johnson MP (click here)
· Transport eUpdate: Edgware Station Road Roadworks (click here)
· International Development eUpdate: India; Gender Equality; and Slavery (click here)
· Animal Welfare eUpdate: Whales (click here)
· British Indian Community eUpdate: India (click here)
· Belle Vue Estate Report Back (click here)
· Fosters Estate Report Back (click here)
· West Hendon Estate Report Back (click here)


	

Media
 

	My wider coverage in the national media has been slightly less than previous months, because I have been too busy “doing”, to spend time “talking”.

I was quoted in the Observer, over the issue of the application of the Human Rights Act to private care homes (see above).
I also appeared on Radio 4’s Westminster Hour to discuss our human rights inquiry into adults with learning disabilities.

The full range of press releases I have issued to the local and specialist press can be viewed (click here).



	

Support

In response to these monthly updates, quite a few people have replied, asking how they can get involved in my campaigning work, or make a donation to support the costs of what I do, or join the Labour Party. If you are interested in any of these please click here and I’ll get back to you, on how you can help!
 



	

 

I would be very interested to hear any feedback on the issues raised in this report. I have now started a series of occasional meetings for constituents, on Sunday afternoons, to receive feedback, both from these reports and more generally on what is going on in and around the constituency. Please let me know if you would like to have invitations to such events, which will be held at my constituency office next to the Town Hall in Hendon. To register your interest, email me with your name and address; just click here.
 

I hope that you have found this report of interest, and if you would like to receive my specific subject based reports just click here. If you have any comments, please do not hesitate to let me know by emailing me at updates@hendonlabourparty.com.
 

If you have any friends or neighbours in Hendon who might be interested in this report, please feel free to send it to them. If they would like to be added to my email list please ask them to email updates@hendonlabourparty.com.
 

	Best wishes,
Yours sincerely,
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 Andrew Dismore
Member of Parliament for Hendon
 

 

 

	 

 

*****You can find out more at my website –just click here *****
 

	PS.           To join my mailing lists for any of my reports just click here
PPS.         To leave my mailing list, please send an email with ‘Unsubscribe’ as the subject and your full name and postal address to updates@hendonlabourparty.com

	This e-mail, including attachments, is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail, delete this e-mail and destroy any copies. Any disclosure, reproduction, or use of this information by persons apart from the intended recipient is unauthorized and may be illegal. This e-mail has been checked for viruses, but no liability is accepted for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail. Reproduced from an email sent by Neil Ketchley, on behalf of Andrew Dismore MP, both at 79 The Burroughs, NW4 4AX
 


