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Website
 

Can I firstly draw your attention to my interactive website www.AndrewDismoreMP.com: on which I am putting a lot of important and useful information, especially in the new and improved “reports” sections. I hope you will find it of interest.

	

Forthcoming Events

I will be holding a ‘report back’ meeting at my constituency office (79 the Burroughs, London NW4 4AX) at 7pm on 27 March. The themes are my recent updates on transport, the environment, and planning issues, although you can raise any other issues, too. 
If you’d like to come, please email updates@hendonlabourparty.com, places are limited by the size of the room! If you haven’t received these updates and would like them, please email updates@hendonlabourparty.com, specifying which subjects you are interested in.



House of Commons and Westminster

The Joint Select Committee on Human Rights (JCHR) (which I chair) published no less than three reports, in two weeks.
The first concerned the Human Rights of Adults With Learning Disabilities: regrettably, given the importance of the subject, it attracted little media coverage. I hope you saw the article I wrote about it in the local ‘Times’ series (click here). We also reported on the Use of Restraint in Secure Training Centres; and Human Rights and Data Protection. All three reports can be seen on our website (click here).

The JCHR also visited Edinburgh to take evidence from Scottish politicians and NGOs on the ‘devolution dimension’ as part of our inquiry into the Bill of Rights debate. Apparently we were the first ever Westminster committee to conduct formal evidence hearings in the new Scottish Parliament Building.

I also led the debate in Parliament sponsored by the JCHR, on the Treatment of the Elderly in Hospitals and Care Homes, following up our report of last summer (click here for my speech).
I also spoke in the debates on two private members’ Bills. The first was the Film Classifications (Parliament) Bill. Whilst I supported the objectives of the Bill, to regulate more effectively extremely violent videos and vide games, the mechanism proposed in the Bill was unworkable. The government had also previously set up an independent study of the problem, which is due to report very soon. The Bill ran out of time, so is unlikely to proceed further (click here for my speech).

The other was the Animals Act 1971 (Amendment) Bill. This aimed to remove the strict liability of owners for accidents caused by their animals, which currently exists in very limited circumstances. I opposed this, as I do not think it right that people who may have very serious injuries should go uncompensated, when the animal owner should have insurance against the risk. For my speech, which was a long one (click here). When the Bill was voted on, there were insufficient MPs voting for it to achieve the necessary quorum, so it too failed.

I spoke at the Westminster meeting of the All Party Group on Learning Disabilities (about our JCHR report). I met with the Speaker, to discuss necessary reform of Parliamentary Allowances (I am a member of the Standards and Privileges Committee, and we are bringing forward recommendations).

I attended the briefing organised by ECPAT, the campaign group against people trafficking, particularly focusing on child victims. 
I hosted the Equality and Human Rights Commission’s launch of their major inquiry into human rights.

I met with the Chair and Chief Executive of the National Blood Service, to question and challenge them, over their plans for the Colindale and Edgware sites of their operations.

I met with the Metropolitan Police Commissioner, Sir Ian Blair, to discuss policing issues, both locally and London wide. I attended the dinner organised by the Holocaust Education Trust, to brief Labour MPs who have been working with them.

I organised a meeting with Immigration Minister, Liam Byrne MP, for Chinese business people, who are concerned about the impact of impending changes to migration rules, which will make it difficult for them to recruit staff for the Chinese catering industry, in particular.

I met the South African High Commissioner, for her briefing on recent developments there; and attended the London Hellenic Society Ball, a good opportunity to discuss the impact of the budget on ‘non doms’, as well as catch up on the thinking in Greece, about the recent elections in Cyprus.

I gave tea and a special tour, for the winner of my primary school competition to design my Chinese New Year Card; and I hosted a reception for the Chinese community, to celebrate Chinese New Year at Westminster.

Finally I have had three of my photos selected for the annual Parliamentary Photography exhibition!
I’ve also asked a full range of Parliamentary Questions and supported a wide range of Early Day Motions. For details click here. 
 

	

Constituency 
A full programme, as usual!

I was honoured to be asked to host a visit to Hendon, for Commonwealth MPs, who were in London for the Commonwealth Parliamentary association conference. After a briefing at my office, and lunch at ‘The Greyhound’, the MPs from India, Jamaica, Kenya, and Cayman Islands visited Edgware Hospital and the RAF Museum.

I also organised a visit for the Defence Secretary Des Browne MP to the AJEX Museum, followed by a challenging Q&A at my constituency office. I visited Barnet College, to speak to students in their English language classes. I was guest speaker at Edgware Rotary Club, on the issue of human rights.

I visited Mill Hill County High School, to speak to, and answer questions from, 6th formers. I also visited Bell Lane Primary.

I hosted a coffee morning for Grahame Park Residents, I also held a well attended ‘report back’ meeting on crime and pensions, at my constituency office.

I attended Hendon Area Forum, particularly to raise concerns over the proposed Burnt Oak CPZ, the failure of the Council to act on the Watling Cages, and their plans to sell off Pavilion Way Fields.

I also visited, as a Sherlock Holmes fan, the exhibition at Church Farm House Museum, of Sidney Paget’s illustrations to the early Holmes stories – well worth a visit, if you are a Holmes fan, like me!



	

	

Media
I appeared on BBC, Sky and ITN news, commenting on Data Protection issues, in the light of the JCHR report. I also spoke about our secure training centres report on BBC Breakfast and Lunchtime TV  News, BBC News 24, Radio 5 Live, Sky and Radio Wales and Birmingham. I was also quoted in the Guardian. I appeared on the Radio 4 ‘Today’ programme and Radio 5 Live, about media coverage of the Speaker. I was quoted on Today in Parliament Radio 4, on my two private members’ Bill speeches. I appeared on BBC London Radio, on the issue of the Watling Cages.
The Daily Telegraph reported our evidence session with senior judges – on the Bill of Rights issue. I was extensively quoted in the Guardian over the ‘42 days pre-charge detention’ question; and in the Daily Express about the need for action over radical extremists.

	

	

Updates

Reports and updates published this month include:

Transport Update 7 – Annual Report
Environment & Planning Update 11 – Annual Report

Law & Order eUpdate 11/1 – Prime Minister’s letter to the Borough Commander

Please feel free to look up any you feel of interest on my website www.andrewdismoremp.com – if you’d like to be added to the mailing lists for any of these subjects, please email: updates@hendonlabourparty.com. For technical reasons some new updates and reports may not be available on my website for a few days.


Facebook

I’ve recently set up a profile on Facebook!  To add me to your profile, please search ‘Andrew Dismore’ on www.facebook.com.



Support

In response to these monthly updates, quite a few people have replied, asking how they can get involved in my campaigning work, or make a donation to support the costs of what I do, or join the Labour Party. If you are interested in any of these please click here and I’ll get back to you, on how you can help!
 



	

 

I would be very interested to hear any feedback on the issues raised in this report. I have now started a series of occasional meetings for constituents, on Sunday afternoons, to receive feedback, both from these reports and more generally on what is going on in and around the constituency. Please let me know if you would like to have invitations to such events, which will be held at my constituency office next to the Town Hall in Hendon. To register your interest, email me with your name and address; just click here.
 

I hope that you have found this report of interest, and if you would like to receive my specific subject based reports just click here. If you have any comments, please do not hesitate to let me know by emailing me at updates@hendonlabourparty.com.
 

If you have any friends or neighbours in Hendon who might be interested in this report, please feel free to send it to them. If they would like to be added to my email list please ask them to email updates@hendonlabourparty.com.
 

	Best wishes,
Yours sincerely,
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 Andrew Dismore
Member of Parliament for Hendon
 

 

 

	 

 

*****You can find out more at my website –just click here *****
 

	PS.           To join my mailing lists for any of my reports just click here
PPS.         To leave my mailing list, please send an email with ‘Unsubscribe’ as the subject and your full name and postal address to updates@hendonlabourparty.com

	This e-mail, including attachments, is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail, delete this e-mail and destroy any copies. Any disclosure, reproduction, or use of this information by persons apart from the intended recipient is unauthorized and may be illegal. This e-mail has been checked for viruses, but no liability is accepted for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail. Reproduced from an email sent by Emmanuel de Lange, on behalf of Andrew Dismore MP, both at 79 The Burroughs, NW4 4AX
 


